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“The working hypothesis is this:  it is true that sexuality as experience is obviously not independent of codes
and systems of prohibitions, but it needs to be recalled straightaway that these codes are astonishingly stable,
continuous, and slow to change.  It needs to be recalled also that the way in which they are observed or
transgressed also seems to be very stable and very repetitive. On the other hand, the point of historical
mobility, what no doubt change most often, what are most fragile, are modalities of experience.”

- Michel Foucault 

In 1981 Foucault delivered a course of lectures which marked a decisive reorientation in his thought and of
the project of a History of Sexuality outlined in 1976.  It was in these lectures that arts of living became the
focal point around which he developed a new way of thinking about subjectivity.  It was also the moment
when Foucault problematized a conception of ethics understood as the patient elaboration of a relationship of
self to self.  It was the study of the sexual experience of the Ancients that made these new conceptual
developments possible.  Within this framework, Foucault examined medical writings, tracts on marriage, the
philosophy of love, or the prognostic value of erotic dreams, for evidence of a structuration of the subject in
his relationship to pleasures (aphrodisia) which is prior to the modern construction of a science of sexuality
as well as to the Christian fearful obsession with the flesh.  What was actually at stake was establishing that
the imposition of a scrupulous and interminable hermeneutics of desire was the invention of Christianity. 
But to do this it was necessary to establish the irreducible specificity of ancient techniques of self.

In these lectures, which clearly foreshadow The Use of Pleasures and The Care of Self, Foucault examines
the Greek subordination of gender differences to the primacy of an opposition between active and passive, as
well as the development by Imperial stoicism of a model of the conjugal bond which advocates unwavering
fidelity and shared feelings and which leads to the disqualification of homosexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Lily Sawyers:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Subjectivity and
Truth: Lectures at the Collège de France, 1980-1981 book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Robert Defazio:

The event that you get from Subjectivity and Truth: Lectures at the Collège de France, 1980-1981 may be the
more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Subjectivity and Truth: Lectures at the Collège de
France, 1980-1981 giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that Subjectivity
and Truth: Lectures at the Collège de France, 1980-1981 instantly.

Aaron Thomsen:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also
they write about the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of
them is this Subjectivity and Truth: Lectures at the Collège de France, 1980-1981.

Fred Nelson:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Subjectivity and Truth: Lectures at the Collège de France, 1980-1981 your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion
and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The Subjectivity and Truth: Lectures at the Collège de
France, 1980-1981 giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful



info for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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