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In this book, Ernie House reframes how we think about evaluation by reconsidering three key concepts of
values, biases, and practical wisdom. The first part of the book reconstructs core evaluation concepts, with a
focus on the origins of our values and biases. The second part explores how we handle values and biases in
practice, and the third shows how we learn practical wisdom and use it in evaluations.

Value is the central concept in this volume, yet it’s a fuzzy concept. In Part I, Ernie clarifies the concept of
value by addressing basic questions: What are values? Where do they come from? Why do we have them?
Why is our conception so confused? How do we handle values in evaluations?

In Part II, another central concept is added, that of biases. Prominent evaluation frameworks have focused on
biases, including Campbell and Stanley’s (1963) framework for validating causal inferences and Scriven’s
(1972) conception of objectivity, which is achieved by correcting for biases in general. In addition, research
on thought processes has made progress by focusing on cognitive biases (Kahneman, 2011). Even so,
through a case example, Ernie demonstrates that the concept of biases is under-appreciated and not well
engaged in evaluation practice.

The third important concept, featured in Part III, is practical wisdom, which is the knowledge that evaluators
acquire through experience. Practical wisdom informs what we do, possibly as much as theory. Experienced
evaluators often conduct evaluations in similar ways, regardless of their theory, because practical wisdom
determines much of what they do. Ernie provides concrete examples of practical wisdom and how we
employ it. Throughout the book, he draws on the empirical research on thinking processes, especially
Kahneman’s Thinking Fast and Slow (2011).

This book will be of interest and relevance to all evaluation scholars and practitioners, as it thoughtfully
engages core constructs of the field. The book can also well serve as a supplementary text in multiple
evaluation courses, as it offers valuable conceptual and practical perspectives on our craft.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Goodman:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book Evaluating (Evaluation and Society) has been
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The book Evaluating (Evaluation and Society) is not only giving you considerably more
new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to
read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book Evaluating (Evaluation and Society). You never
sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Omar Stewart:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Evaluating (Evaluation and Society), you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Lynette Petree:

The guide untitled Evaluating (Evaluation and Society) is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You
can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when
write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also
might get the e-book of Evaluating (Evaluation and Society) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy
free time.

Jeffrey Channell:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Evaluating (Evaluation and Society) to
make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book
and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it.
Beside that the reserve Evaluating (Evaluation and Society) can to be your new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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