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Until the 1950s timekeeping was based on the apparent motion of the Sun that in turn reflected the rotation
of the Earth on its axis. But the Earth does not turn smoothly. By the 1940s it was clear that the length of the
day fluctuated unpredictably and with it the length of the second. Astronomers wanted to redefine the second
in terms of the motions of the Moon and the planets. Physicists wanted to dispense with astronomical time
altogether and define the second in terms of the fundamental properties of atoms.

The physicists won. The revolution began in June 1955 with the operation of the first successful atomic
clock and was complete by October 1967 when the atomic second ousted the astronomical second as the
international unit of time.

Splitting the Second: The Story of Atomic Time presents the story of this revolution, explaining how atomic
clocks work, how more than 200 of them are used to form the world's time, and why we need leap seconds.
The book illustrates how accurate time is distributed around the world and what it is used for. It concludes
with a look at the future of timekeeping.
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From reader reviews:

Coralee Lowe:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that publication has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever they get
because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like studying a book? Sometime,
particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll
have this Splitting The Second: The Story of Atomic Time.

Lauren Veach:

The book Splitting The Second: The Story of Atomic Time give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Splitting
The Second: The Story of Atomic Time being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if
you like start and read a publication Splitting The Second: The Story of Atomic Time. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Thomas Ellis:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Splitting The Second: The Story of Atomic Time as the daily
resource information.

Gloria Castaldo:

The book Splitting The Second: The Story of Atomic Time has a lot of information on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author
makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after reading this article book.
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