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Mathias Frisch provides the first sustained philosophical discussion of conceptual problems in classical
particle-field theories. Part of the book focuses on the problem of a satisfactory equation of motion for
charged particles interacting with electromagnetic fields. As Frisch shows, the standard equation of motion
results in a mathematically inconsistent theory, yet there is no fully consistent and conceptually
unproblematic alternative theory. Frisch describes in detail how the search for a fundamental equation of
motion is partly driven by pragmatic considerations (like simplicity and mathematical tractability) that can
override the aim for full consistency.

The book also offers a comprehensive review and criticism of both the physical and philosophical literature
on the temporal asymmetry exhibited by electromagnetic radiation fields, including Einstein's discussion of
the asymmetry and Wheeler and Feynman's influential absorber theory of radiation. Frisch argues that
attempts to derive the asymmetry from thermodynamic or cosmological considerations fail and proposes that
we should understand the asymmetry as due to a fundamental causal constraint.

The book's overarching philosophical thesis is that standard philosophical accounts that strictly identify
scientific theories with a mathematical formalism and a mapping function specifying the theory's ontology
are inadequate, since they permit neither inconsistent yet genuinely successful theories nor thick causal
notions to be part of fundamental physics.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Aviles:

The particular book Inconsistency, Asymmetry, and Non-Locality: A Philosophical Investigation of Classical
Electrodynamics (Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Science) will bring one to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study,
this book very ideal to you. The book Inconsistency, Asymmetry, and Non-Locality: A Philosophical
Investigation of Classical Electrodynamics (Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Science) is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to
read the book.

Tyrone Knudson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Inconsistency, Asymmetry,
and Non-Locality: A Philosophical Investigation of Classical Electrodynamics (Oxford Studies in the
Philosophy of Science) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for
all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you could pick Inconsistency, Asymmetry, and Non-Locality: A Philosophical Investigation of
Classical Electrodynamics (Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Science) become your starter.

Connie Pauls:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be go through. Inconsistency, Asymmetry, and Non-Locality: A Philosophical
Investigation of Classical Electrodynamics (Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Science) can be your
answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Jessica Bradburn:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Inconsistency, Asymmetry,
and Non-Locality: A Philosophical Investigation of Classical Electrodynamics (Oxford Studies in the
Philosophy of Science) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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