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In this book, art historian Darby English explores the year 1971, when two exhibitions opened that brought
modernist painting and sculpture into the burning heart of United States cultural politics: Contemporary
Black Artists in America, at the Whitney Museum of American Art, and The DeLuxe Show, a racially
integrated abstract art exhibition presented in a renovated movie theater in a Houston ghetto.

1971: A Year in the Life of Color looks at many black artists’ desire to gain freedom from overt racial
representation, as well as their efforts—and those of their advocates—to further that aim through public
exhibition. Amid calls to define a “black aesthetic,” these experiments with modernist art prioritized cultural
interaction and instability. Contemporary Black Artists in America highlighted abstraction as a stance against
normative approaches, while The DeLuxe Show positioned abstraction in a center of urban blight. The
importance of these experiments, English argues, came partly from color’s special status as a cultural symbol
and partly from investigations of color already under way in late modern art and criticism. With their
supporters, black modernists—among them Peter Bradley, Frederick Eversley, Alvin Loving, Raymond
Saunders, and Alma Thomas—rose above the demand to represent or be represented, compromising nothing
in their appeals for interracial collaboration and, above all, responding with optimism rather than cynicism to
the surrounding culture’s preoccupation with color.
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From reader reviews:

George Oneal:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve 1971: A Year in the Life of Color will make you
to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you
think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Amanda Dell:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that
question since just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular 1971: A Year in the Life of
Color to read.

Tania Arney:

1971: A Year in the Life of Color can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge
in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort
to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing 1971: A Year in the Life of Color but doesn't
forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Eun Russell:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
short period of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be learn. 1971:
A Year in the Life of Color can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those
short free time problems.
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