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The intellectual migration to the United States of European writers, intellectuals, and artists in the 1930s and
1940s has often been narrowly seen as a clash between a rarefied European modernist sensibility and a
debased American mass culture. In Transatlantic Aliens, Will Norman reorients our understanding of
midcentury American culture by thinking dialectically about the interfusion of aesthetic and intellectual
practices across both the cultural hierarchy and the Atlantic. The transatlantic exchanges of midcentury
emerge in the book as a crisis point for modernism at which claims for the autonomy of high culture became
increasingly untenable, the geographical center of cultural authority was displaced, and the governing
principles of the American cultural field went through a phase of dramatic instability.

Norman relays this critical narrative through a series of interlinked case studies of key figures, including C.
L. R. James, Theodor Adorno, George Grosz, Raymond Chandler, Simone de Beauvoir, Vladimir Nabokov,
and Saul Steinberg. He discovers the strange afterlives of European modernism in disorientating and
uncanny juxtapositions: the aesthetics of French symbolism flicker among the neon signs of a small town in
the dead of night, and echoes of Mondrian’s grids are observed in the form of a boardroom sales chart. At the
heart of Transatlantic Aliens is a conception of alienation that encompasses both its political and aesthetic
valences. What unites the exilic figures it addresses is the desire to transform the practical experience of
alienation into a positive resource for criticizing and coping with a reconfigured postwar landscape.

Addressed to scholars and readers of American and comparative literatures as well as of cultural history and
visual culture, the book combines assessments of individual artworks, novels, and other texts with more
distant readings spanning time and space. A gallery of color plates beautifully illuminates the book's
analysis. Examining hardboiled fiction through Flaubert, New Yorker cartoons through modernist painting,
and Bette Davis through Hegel and Marx, Transatlantic Aliens challenges and changes the way we
understand modernism’s place in midcentury American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Bryan Smith:

Here thing why this Transatlantic Aliens: Modernism, Exile, and Culture in Midcentury America (Hopkins
Studies in Modernism) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not.
Transatlantic Aliens: Modernism, Exile, and Culture in Midcentury America (Hopkins Studies in
Modernism) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is
no book that similar with Transatlantic Aliens: Modernism, Exile, and Culture in Midcentury America
(Hopkins Studies in Modernism). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Transatlantic Aliens: Modernism, Exile, and
Culture in Midcentury America (Hopkins Studies in Modernism) in e-book can be your alternative.

Derek Wire:

Typically the book Transatlantic Aliens: Modernism, Exile, and Culture in Midcentury America (Hopkins
Studies in Modernism) will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you.
The book Transatlantic Aliens: Modernism, Exile, and Culture in Midcentury America (Hopkins Studies in
Modernism) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.

Richard Forbes:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time
to be read. Transatlantic Aliens: Modernism, Exile, and Culture in Midcentury America (Hopkins Studies in
Modernism) can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Julio Rico:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Transatlantic Aliens: Modernism, Exile,
and Culture in Midcentury America (Hopkins Studies in Modernism) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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