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The promotional literature that lured sun-starved mid-westerners to Southern Californiain the 1880s hyped
the region as the New Eden. But the novelists who created our vision of Los Angeles soon began to seeit as
Dystopia rather than Utopia, a corrupt, unreal city foreshadowing and reflecting all that is wrong with
America. Now in thefirst literary history of Los Angelesin more than fifty years, David Fine traces the
history of the place through the work of the authors who have defined it in our imaginations. The book
begins with the mythifiers Helen Hunt Jackson, author of the quintessentially romantic 'Ramona’ (1884) and
Mary Austin, whose 1917 novel 'The Ford' was the first fictionalisation of the theft of water from the Owens
Valley that became famous sixty years later in the movie 'Chinatown'’. The author devotes chapters to both
early and later Hollywood novels, to crime and detective novels, and to immigrant, ethnic, and apocalyptic
fiction, paying detailed attention to the fiction of Upton Sinclair, James M Cain, Raymond Chandler, Ross
Macdonald, John Fante, Nathanael West, Aldous Huxley, Budd Schulberg, Christopher Isherwood, Alison
Lurie, Norman Mailer, Joan Didion, Thomas Pynchon, Walter Mosley, James Ellroy, Kate Braverman, and
Carolyn See. The city's history, its architecture, even its disasters are all part of the story.
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From reader reviews:
Tonya Sewell:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is agood choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual isyou don't know what one you should start with. This Imagining Los
Angeles: A City in Fiction is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Walter Crouse:

ThisImagining Los Angeles: A City in Fiction arereliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Imagining Los Angeles: A City in Fiction can be among the great books
you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information
that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditionsin the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Imagining Los Angeles. A City
in Fiction forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tria of
critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. S0, let's haveit and enjoy reading.

Willie Coffey:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Imagining Los Angeles: A City in Fiction
can give you alot of buddies because by you taking alook at this one book you have issue that they don't
and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Imagining Los Angeles: A City in
Fiction.

May Davidson:

Y ou can find this Imagining Los Angeles: A City in Fiction by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern erajust like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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