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Millions of people around the world today spend portions of their lives in online virtual worlds. Second Life
is one of the largest of these virtual worlds. The residents of Second Life create communities, buy property
and build homes, go to concerts, meet in bars, attend weddings and religious services, buy and sell virtual
goods and services, find friendship, fall in love--the possibilities are endless, and all encountered through a
computer screen. Coming of Age in Second Life is the first book of anthropology to examine this thriving
alternate universe.

Tom Boellstorff conducted more than two years of fieldwork in Second Life, living among and observing its
residents in exactly the same way anthropologists traditionally have done to learn about cultures and social
groups in the so-called real world. He conducted his research as the avatar "Tom Bukowski," and applied the
rigorous methods of anthropology to study many facets of this new frontier of human life, including issues of
gender, race, sex, money, conflict and antisocial behavior, the construction of place and time, and the
interplay of self and group.

Coming of Age in Second Life shows how virtual worlds can change ideas about identity and society.
Bringing anthropology into territory never before studied, this book demonstrates that in some ways humans
have always been virtual, and that virtual worlds in all their rich complexity build upon a human capacity for
culture that is as old as humanity itself.
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From reader reviews:

Phillis Ries:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed
Coming of Age in Second Life: An Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Ronnie Johnson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Coming of Age in Second Life: An Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human, you may tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading
a guide.

Crystal Lavigne:

You can get this Coming of Age in Second Life: An Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human by visit
the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.

Monique Hightower:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Coming of Age in Second Life: An



Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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