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At the center of the upheavals brought by emancipation in the American South was the economic and social
transition from slavery to modern capitalism. In Between Slavery and Capitalism, Martin Ruef examines
how this institutional change affected individuals, organizations, and communities in the late nineteenth
century, as blacks and whites alike learned to navigate the shoals between two different economic worlds.
Analyzing trajectories among average Southerners, this is perhaps the most extensive sociological treatment
of the transition from slavery since W.E.B. Du Bois's Black Reconstruction in America.

In the aftermath of the Civil War, uncertainty was a pervasive feature of life in the South, affecting the
economic behavior and social status of former slaves, Freedmen's Bureau agents, planters, merchants, and
politicians, among others. Emancipation brought fundamental questions: How should emancipated slaves be
reimbursed in wage contracts? What occupations and class positions would be open to blacks and whites?
What forms of agricultural tenure could persist? And what paths to economic growth would be viable? To
understand the escalating uncertainty of the postbellum era, Ruef draws on a wide range of qualitative and
quantitative data, including several thousand interviews with former slaves, letters, labor contracts, memoirs,
survey responses, census records, and credit reports.

Through a resolutely comparative approach, Between Slavery and Capitalism identifies profound changes
between the economic institutions of the Old and New South and sheds new light on how the legacy of
emancipation continues to affect political discourse and race and class relations today.
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From reader reviews:

Tyrone Smith:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for us. The book Between Slavery and Capitalism: The Legacy of Emancipation in
the American South ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Between Slavery and
Capitalism: The Legacy of Emancipation in the American South is not only giving you much more new
information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Between Slavery and Capitalism: The
Legacy of Emancipation in the American South. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Jeremy Reed:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Between Slavery and Capitalism: The Legacy of Emancipation
in the American South it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly
but this book has high quality.

Elizabeth Schwartz:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Between Slavery and Capitalism: The Legacy of
Emancipation in the American South why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Henry Stanton:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you go through
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if



you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Between Slavery and Capitalism: The Legacy of Emancipation in the American South provide you with a
new experience in examining a book.
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