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The forgotten story of how the U.S. Army was created to fight a crucial Indian war

In 1783, with the signing of the Peace of Paris, the American Revolution was complete. And yet even as the
newly independent United States secured peace with Great Britain, it found itself losing an escalating
military conflict on its borderlands. The enemy was the indigenous people of the Ohio Valley, who rightly
saw the new nation as a threat to their existence. In 1791, years of skirmishes, raids, and quagmires climaxed
in the grisly defeat of a motley collection of irregular American militiamen by a brilliantly organized
confederation of Shawnee, Miami, and Delaware Indians?with nearly one thousand U.S. casualties, the worst
defeat the nation would ever suffer at native hands. Americans were shocked, perhaps none more so than
their commander in chief, George Washington, who came to a fateful conclusion: the United States needed
an army.

Autumn of the Black Snake tells how the early republic battled the coalition of Indians that came closer than
any adversary, before or since, to halting the nation’s expansion. In evocative and absorbing prose, William
Hogeland conjures up the woodland battles and the hardball politics that formed the Legion of the United
States, the country’s first true standing army. His memorable portraits of soldiers and leaders on both
sides?from the daring war chiefs Blue Jacket and Little Turtle to the doomed Richard Butler and a steely,
even ruthless Washington?drive a tale of horrific violence, brilliant strategizing, stupendous blunders, and
valorous deeds. This sweeping account, at once exciting and dark, builds to a crescendo as Washington and
Alexander Hamilton, at enormous risk, outmaneuver Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and other skeptics
of standing armies?and Washington appoints General “Mad” Anthony Wayne to lead the Legion. Wayne
marches into the forests of the Old Northwest, where the very Indians he is charged with defeating will
bestow on him, with grudging admiration, a new name: Black Snake.

Autumn of the Black Snake is a dramatic work of military and political history, told in a colorful, sometimes
startling blow-by-blow narrative. It is also an original interpretation of how greed, honor, political beliefs,
and vivid personalities converged on the killing fields of the Ohio Valley, where the U.S. Army’s first
victory opened the way to western settlement and established the precedent that the new nation would
possess a military to reckon with.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Gibbons:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Autumn of the Black Snake: The Creation of the U.S. Army
and the Invasion That Opened the West. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided
that we know about how is important some sort of book Autumn of the Black Snake: The Creation of the
U.S. Army and the Invasion That Opened the West. You can add knowledge and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

John Loya:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at
this point, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual
crowded place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have
underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then
having chance to stay than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give
you this particular Autumn of the Black Snake: The Creation of the U.S. Army and the Invasion That
Opened the West book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Carole Clark:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is Autumn of the Black Snake: The Creation of the U.S. Army and the Invasion That Opened
the West.

Michael Crew:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Autumn of the
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