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The rivalry between the brilliant seventeenth-century Italian architects Gianlorenzo Bernini and Francesco
Borromini is the stuff of legend. Possessed of enormous talent and ambition, these two artists -- one trained
as a sculptor, the other as a stonecutter -- met as contemporaries in the building yards of St. Peter's in Rome
and ended their lives as bitter enemies. Over the course of their careers they became the most celebrated
architects of their era, designing some of the most beautiful buildings in the world and transforming the city
of Rome.

The Genius in the Design is an extraordinary tale of how these two men plotted, schemed, and intrigued to
get the better of each other. Full of dramatic tension and great insight into personalities, acclaimed writer
Jake Morrissey's engrossing and impeccably researched account also shows that this legendary rivalry
defined the Baroque style that immediately succeeded the Renaissance and created the spectacular Roman
cityscape of today.

Almost exactly the same age -- Bernini was born at the end of 1598, Borromini nine months later -- they
were as alike and as different as any two men could be, each a potent combination of passion and enterprise,
energy and imperfection. Bernini was a precocious talent who as a youth caught the attention of Pope Paul V
and became Rome's most celebrated artist, whose patrons included the wealthiest families in Europe. The
city's greatest sculptor -- the creator of such masterpieces as Apollo and Daphne and the Ecstasy of St.
Teresa -- Bernini would also have been Rome's preeminent architect had it not been for Francesco
Borromini, the one man whose talent and virtuosity rivaled his own. In contrast to Bernini's easy grace,
Borromini was an introvert with a fiery temper who bristled when anyone interfered with his vision; his
temperament alienated him from prospective patrons and precipitated his tragic end.

Like Mozart and Salieri, these two masters were inextricably linked, their dazzling work prodding the other
to greater achievement while taking merciless advantage of each other's missteps. The Genius in the Design
is their story, a fascinating narrative of beauty and tragedy marked at turns by personal animosity and
astonishing artistic achievement.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Reid:

This book untitled The Genius in the Design: Bernini, Borromini, and the Rivalry That Transformed Rome
to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can
get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it
by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your
list.

Emmaline Jett:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this The Genius in the Design: Bernini, Borromini, and the Rivalry That Transformed
Rome, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a e-book.

Edward White:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of stress
from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read will be
The Genius in the Design: Bernini, Borromini, and the Rivalry That Transformed Rome.

Isaac Lewis:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the
item when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Genius in the Design:
Bernini, Borromini, and the Rivalry That Transformed Rome to make your current reading is interesting.
Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to
make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be
initially opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the publication The Genius in
the Design: Bernini, Borromini, and the Rivalry That Transformed Rome can to be your friend when you're
experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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