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“If my story were ever to be written down truthfully from start to finish, it would amaze everyone,” wrote
Henri Matisse. It is hard to believe today that Matisse, whose exhibitions draw huge crowds worldwide, was
once almost universally reviled and ridiculed. His response was neither to protest nor to retreat; he simply
pushed on from one innovation to the next, and left the world to draw its own conclusions. Unfortunately,
these were generally false and often damaging. Throughout his life and afterward people fantasized about his
models and circulated baseless fabrications about his private life.

Fifty years after his death, Matisse the Master (the second half of the biography that began with the
acclaimed The Unknown Matisse) shows us the painter as he saw himself. With unprecedented and
unrestricted access to his voluminous family correspondence, and other new material in private archives,
Hilary Spurling documents a lifetime of desperation and self-doubt exacerbated by Matisse’s attempts to
counteract the violence and disruption of the twentieth century in paintings that now seem effortlessly
serene, radiant, and stable.
Here for the first time is the truth about Matisse’s models, especially two Russians: his pupil Olga Meerson
and the extraordinary Lydia Delectorskaya, who became his studio manager, secretary, and companion in the
last two decades of his life.
But every woman who played an important part in Matisse’s life was remarkable in her own right, not least
his beloved daughter Marguerite, whose honesty and courage surmounted all ordeals, including interrogation
and torture by the Gestapo in the Second World War.

If you have ever wondered how anyone with such a tame public image as Matisse could have painted such
rich, powerful, mysteriously moving pictures, let alone produced the radical cut-paper and stained-glass
inventions of his last years, here is the answer. They were made by the real Matisse, whose true story has
been written down at last from start to finish by his first biographer, Hilary Spurling.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Deemer:

The book Matisse the Master: A Life of Henri Matisse: The Conquest of Colour, 1909-1954 can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book
Matisse the Master: A Life of Henri Matisse: The Conquest of Colour, 1909-1954? Some of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Matisse the Master: A Life of Henri Matisse: The Conquest of
Colour, 1909-1954 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Charlie Seymour:

This book untitled Matisse the Master: A Life of Henri Matisse: The Conquest of Colour, 1909-1954 to be
one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it via online.
The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Rene Hudson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Matisse
the Master: A Life of Henri Matisse: The Conquest of Colour, 1909-1954, you can tells your family, friends
and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Doug Martin:

The book untitled Matisse the Master: A Life of Henri Matisse: The Conquest of Colour, 1909-1954 contain
a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book
was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read
this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice read.
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