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Many of us grew up hearing our parents exclaim 'you are driving me to the poorhouse!' or remember the card
in the 'Monopoly' game which says 'Go to the Poorhouse! Lose a Turn!' Yet most Americans know little or
nothing of this institution that existed under a variety of names for approximately three hundred years of
American history. Surprisingly these institutions variously named poorhouses, poor farms, sometimes
almshouses or workhouses, have received rather scant academic treatment, as well, though tens of millions
of poor people were confined there, while often their neighbors talked in hushed tones and in fear of their
own fate at the 'specter of the poorhouse.' Based on the author's study of six New England poorhouses/poor
farms, a hidden story in America's history is presented which will be of popular interest as well as useful as a
text in social welfare and social history. While the poorhouse's mission was character reform and 'repressing
pauperism,' these goals were gradually undermined by poor people themselves, who often learned to use the
poorhouse for their own benefit, as well as by staff and officials of the houses, who had agendas sometimes
at odds with the purposes for which the poorhouse was invented.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Dreher:

In other case, little people like to read book The Poorhouse: America's Forgotten Institution. You can choose
the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book The
Poorhouse: America's Forgotten Institution. You can add information and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In
this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when
you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Kim Salgado:

The book The Poorhouse: America's Forgotten Institution make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book The Poorhouse: America's Forgotten
Institution being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available
and read a publication The Poorhouse: America's Forgotten Institution. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Elaine Sitz:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Poorhouse: America's Forgotten Institution
can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

John Coffin:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
many books in the top record in your reading list is actually The Poorhouse: America's Forgotten Institution.
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person.
By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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