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As our scientific and technical abilities expand at breathtaking speeds, concern that modern genetics and
bioengineering are leading us to a posthuman future is growing. Is Human Nature Obsolete? poses the
overarching question of what it is to be human against the background of these current advances in
biotechnology. Its perspective is philosophical and interdisciplinary rather than technical; the focus is on
questions of fundamental ontological importance rather than the specifics of medical or scientific practice.

The authors -- all distinguished scholars in their fields -- take on questions about technology's goals and
values that are often ignored or sidelined in the face of rapid scientific advances and the highly specialized
nature of technical knowledge. The essays included represent a rich variety of thought, ranging from finely
nuanced philosophical and theological arguments to historical studies and cultural commentaries. Several
explore the historical background of today's biotechnology: Timothy Casey traces such developments as the
emergence of cybernetic humanity from Cartesian dualism, and Diane Paul presents the history of "positive"
versus coerced eugenics. Jean Bethke Elshtain discusses cloning as a "messianic project" to perfect the body
and exclude natural diversity -- giving as an example the elimination of Down Syndrome as an acceptable
human type -- while Harold Baillie calls for an examination of the metaphysical roots of personhood. Robert
Proctor finds no evidence in paleontology for any "essence of humanity," and Tom Shannon argues against
materialist reductionism. Addressing social concerns, Lisa Sowle Cahill finds the possibility of a political
solution to the problems raised by genetic engineering in Catholic teachings on social justice, and Langdon
Winner looks critically at the "scientific enthusiasts of a posthuman future." Taken as a whole, the book
provides a humanistic overview of a subject too often considered only in its technological aspect.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Jackson:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Is Human Nature
Obsolete?: Genetics, Bioengineering, and the Future of the Human Condition (Basic Bioethics). All type of
book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Kelly McDowell:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question due
to the fact just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Is Human Nature Obsolete?:
Genetics, Bioengineering, and the Future of the Human Condition (Basic Bioethics) to read.

Benita Newton:

This Is Human Nature Obsolete?: Genetics, Bioengineering, and the Future of the Human Condition (Basic
Bioethics) are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Is
Human Nature Obsolete?: Genetics, Bioengineering, and the Future of the Human Condition (Basic
Bioethics) can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types.
Beside that this Is Human Nature Obsolete?: Genetics, Bioengineering, and the Future of the Human
Condition (Basic Bioethics) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial
of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Gaye Lewis:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update
of news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just in search of the Is Human Nature Obsolete?: Genetics, Bioengineering, and the Future of the Human
Condition (Basic Bioethics) when you essential it?
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