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Hillary Miller’s Drop Dead: Performance in Crisis, 1970s New York offers a fascinating and comprehensive
exploration of how the city’s financial crisis shaped theater and performance practices in this turbulent
decade and beyond.

New York City’s performing arts community suffered greatly from a severe reduction in grants in the mid-
1970s. A scholar and playwright, Miller skillfully synthesizes economics, urban planning, tourism, and
immigration to create a map of the interconnected urban landscape and to contextualize the struggle for
resources. She reviews how numerous theater professionals, including Ellen Stewart of La MaMa E.T.C. and
Julie Bovasso, Vinnette Carroll, and Joseph Papp of The Public Theater, developed innovative responses to
survive the crisis.

Combining theater history and close readings of productions, each of Miller’s chapters is a case study
focusing on a company, a production, or an element of New York’s theater infrastructure. Her expansive
survey visits Broadway, Off-, Off-Off-, Coney Island, the Brooklyn Academy of Music, community theater,
and other locations to bring into focus the large-scale changes wrought by the financial realignments of the
day.

Nuanced, multifaceted, and engaging, Miller’s lively account of the financial crisis and resulting
transformation of the performing arts community offers an essential chronicle of the decade and
demonstrates its importance in understanding our present moment.
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From reader reviews:

Jena Alvarez:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Drop Dead:
Performance in Crisis, 1970s New York (Performance Works)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Glen Thomas:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Drop Dead:
Performance in Crisis, 1970s New York (Performance Works) suitable to you? The actual book was written
by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Drop Dead: Performance in Crisis, 1970s New
York (Performance Works)is one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of
this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this book.

Norma Dickerson:

The reserve with title Drop Dead: Performance in Crisis, 1970s New York (Performance Works) posesses a
lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That
is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era
of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Lewis Shafer:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and soon. The Drop Dead: Performance in Crisis, 1970s New York (Performance Works) provide you with a
new experience in reading a book.
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