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By the time he left office on May 16, 2011, Mayor Richard M. Daley had served six terms and more than
twenty-two years at the helm of Chicago's City Hall, making him the longest serving mayor in the city’s
history. Richard M. Daley was the son of the legendary machine boss, Mayor Richard J. Daley, who had
presided over the city during the post–World War II urban crisis. Richard M. Daley led a period of economic
restructuring after that difficult era by building a vibrant tourist economy. Costas Spirou and Dennis R. Judd
focus on Richard M. Daley’s role in transforming Chicago’s economy and urban culture.

The construction of the "city of spectacle" required that Daley deploy leadership and vision to remake
Chicago’s image and physical infrastructure. He gained the resources and political power necessary for
supporting an aggressive program of construction that focused on signature projects along the city’s
lakefront, including especially Millennium Park, Navy Pier, the Museum Campus, Northerly Island, Soldier
Field, and two major expansions of McCormick Place, the city’s convention center. During this period Daley
also presided over major residential construction in the Loop and in the surrounding neighborhoods, devoted
millions of dollars to beautification efforts across the city, and increased the number of summer festivals and
events across Grant Park. As a result of all these initiatives, the number of tourists visiting Chicago
skyrocketed during the Daley years.

Daley has been harshly criticized in some quarters for building a tourist-oriented economy and infrastructure
at the expense of other priorities. Daley left his successor, Rahm Emanuel, with serious issues involving a
long-standing pattern of police malfeasance, underfunded and uneven schools, inadequate housing
opportunities, and intractable budgetary crises. Nevertheless, Spirou and Judd conclude, because Daley
helped transform Chicago into a leading global city with an exceptional urban culture, he also left a positive
imprint on the city that will endure for decades to come.
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From reader reviews:

Clifford Ranger:

Building the City of Spectacle: Mayor Richard M. Daley and the Remaking of Chicago can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Building the City of Spectacle: Mayor Richard M. Daley and the Remaking of
Chicago however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial considering.

Bruce Brown:

The book untitled Building the City of Spectacle: Mayor Richard M. Daley and the Remaking of Chicago
contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very clear to
see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice go through.

Vanessa McGinty:

You may get this Building the City of Spectacle: Mayor Richard M. Daley and the Remaking of Chicago by
visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you
get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed
but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your
local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Richard Martinez:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source this filled update of news.
In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the Building the City of Spectacle: Mayor Richard M. Daley and the Remaking of
Chicago when you necessary it?
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