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Before Palm Pilots and iPods, PCs and laptops, the term "computer” referred to the people who did scientific
calculations by hand. These workers were neither cal cul ating geniuses nor idiot savants but knowledgeable
people who, in other circumstances, might have become scientists in their own right. When Computers Were
Human represents the first in-depth account of this little-known, 200-year epoch in the history of science and
technology.

Beginning with the story of his own grandmother, who was trained as a human computer, David Alan Grier
provides a poignant introduction to the wider world of women and men who did the hard computational
labor of science. His grandmother's casual remark, "I wish I'd used my calculus,” hinted at a career deferred
and an education forgotten, a secret life unappreciated; like many highly educated women of her generation,
she studied to become a human computer because nothing else would offer her a place in the scientific
world.

The book begins with the return of Halley's comet in 1758 and the effort of three French astronomersto
compute its orbit. It ends four cycles later, with a UNIVAC electronic computer projecting the 1986 orbit. In
between, Grier tells us about the surveyors of the French Revolution, describes the cal culating machines of
Charles Babbage, and guides the reader through the Great Depression to marvel at the giant computing room
of the Works Progress Administration.

When Computers Were Human is the sad but lyrical story of workers who gladly did the hard labor of
research calculation in the hope that they might be part of the scientific community. In the end, they were
rewarded by a new electronic machine that took the place and the name of those who were, once, the
computers.
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From reader reviews:
Joshua Shaw:

This book untitled When Computers Were Human to be one of several books that best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit init. Y ou will easily to buy
this book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone.
So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Shannon Grant:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short space of timeto read it because all of thistime you only find guide that need more time
to be learn. When Computers Were Human can be your answer asit can be read by a person who have those
short extra time problems.

Phyllis Greenfield:

The book untitled When Computers Were Human contain alot of information on this. The writer explains
the woman idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author providesyou in
the new period of time of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice study.

Mathew Holstein:

Beside this particular When Computers Were Human in your phone, it can give you away to get closer to
the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't
become worry if you fed like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have When
Computers Were Human because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book
but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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