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A personal, idiosyncratic history of popular music that also may well be definitive, from the revered
music critic

From the age of song sheets in the late nineteenth-century to the contemporary era of digital streaming, pop
music has been our most influential laboratory for social and aesthetic experimentation, changing the world
three minutes at a time.

In Love for Sale, David Hajdu?one of the most respected critics and music historians of our time?draws on a
lifetime of listening, playing, and writing about music to show how pop has done much more than peddle
fantasies of love and sex to teenagers. From vaudeville singer Eva Tanguay, the “I Don’t Care Girl” who
upended Victorian conceptions of feminine propriety to become one of the biggest stars of her day to the
scandal of Blondie playing disco at CBGB, Hajdu presents an incisive and idiosyncratic history of a form
that has repeatedly upset social and cultural expectations.

Exhaustively researched and rich with fresh insights, Love for Sale is unbound by the usual tropes of pop
music history. Hajdu, for instance, gives a star turn to Bessie Smith and the “blues queens” of the 1920s, who
brought wildly transgressive sexuality to American audience decades before rock and roll. And there is
Jimmie Rodgers, a former blackface minstrel performer, who created country music from the songs of rural
white and blacks . . . entwined with the sound of the Swiss yodel. And then there are today’s practitioners of
Electronic Dance Music, who Hajdu celebrates for carrying the pop revolution to heretofore unimaginable
frontiers. At every turn, Hajdu surprises and challenges readers to think about our most familiar art in
unexpected ways.
Masterly and impassioned, authoritative and at times deeply personal, Love for Sale is a book of critical
history informed by its writer's own unique history as a besotted fan and lifelong student of pop.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Pippin:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Love for Sale: Pop Music in America will make you to
end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think
that open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like
that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Barry Houde:

This book untitled Love for Sale: Pop Music in America to be one of several books this best seller in this
year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this
kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there
is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

James Robbins:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Love for Sale: Pop Music in America can be good
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Sam Nielsen:

This Love for Sale: Pop Music in America is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book
reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Love for
Sale: Pop Music in America in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this guide
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?
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