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Life on the Outside tells the story of Elaine Bartlett, who spent sixteen years in Bedford Hills prison for
selling cocaine--a first offense--under New Y ork's Rockefeller drug laws. The book opens on the morning of
January 26, 2000, when Bartlett is set free and returns to New Y ork City. At 42, she has virtually nothing: no
money, no job, no real home.

All she does haveis alarge and troubled family, including four children, who live in a decrepit housing
project on the Lower East Side. "'l left one prison to come home to another," Elaine says. Over the next
months, she clashes with her daughters, hunts for ajob, visits her son and husband in prison, negotiates the
rules of parole, and campaigns for the repeal of the laws that led to her long prison term.

Russell Simmons, founder of Def Jam Records, says: "At atime when the prison-industrial complex is
destroying African American families and neighborhoods, Elaine Bartlett is more than asurvivor: sheisa
heroine. The future of our communities depends on women like her."

Life on the Outside is a 2004 National Book Award Finalist for Nonfiction.
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From reader reviews:
Jennifer Dillon:

This book untitled Life on the Outside: The Prison Odyssey of Elaine Bartlett to be one of severa books this
best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit init. Y ou will
easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Sadie McBride:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in thisworld can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One
of them isthis Life on the Outside: The Prison Odyssey of Elaine Bartlett.

Frederick Roark:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fedl it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the book untitled Life on the Outside: The Prison Odyssey of Elaine Bartlett can
be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Robert Araiza:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It isidentified as of book Life
on the Outside: The Prison Odyssey of Elaine Bartlett. Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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