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From the South's pageant queens to the importance of beauty parlors to African American communities, it is
easy to see the ways beauty is enmeshed in southern culture. But as Blain Roberts showsin thisincisive
work, the pursuit of beauty in the South was linked to the tumultuous racial divides of the region, where the
Jim Crow-era cosmetics industry came of age selling the idea of makeup that emphasized whiteness, and
where, in the 1950s and 1960s, black-owned beauty shops served as crucial sites of resistance for civil rights
activists. In these times of strained relations in the South, beauty became a signifier of power and affluence
whileit reinforced racial strife.

Raberts examines a range of beauty products, practices, and rituals--cosmetics, hairdressing, clothing, and
beauty contests--in settings that range from tobacco farms of the Great Depression to 1950s and 1960s
college campuses. In so doing, she uncoversthe role of female beauty in the economic and cultural
modernization of the South. By showing how battles over beauty came to a head during the civil rights
movement, Roberts sheds new light on the tactics southerners used to resist and achieve desegregation.
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From reader reviews:
Deana Broom:

The actual book Pageants, Parlors, and Pretty Women: Race and Beauty in the Twentieth-Century South will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the
ideais very unigue. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book
Pageants, Parlors, and Pretty Women: Race and Beauty in the Twentieth-Century South is much
recommended to you to read. Y ou can aso get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read
the book.

Benjamin Manno:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out ook
for book, may be the book untitled Pageants, Parlors, and Pretty Women: Race and Beauty in the Twentieth-
Century South can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Grace Seals:

The actual book Pageants, Parlors, and Pretty Women: Race and Beauty in the Twentieth-Century South has
alot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of profit. The book was written
by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

IrmaLovern:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you aready been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Pageants, Parlors, and Pretty Women:
Race and Beauty in the Twentieth-Century South, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right,
you still want to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't buy it, oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.
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