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Immigration history has largely focused on the restriction of immigrants by race and ethnicity, overlooking
disability as a crucial factor in the crafting of the image of the  “undesirable immigrant.” Defectives in the
Land, Douglas C. Baynton’s groundbreaking new look at immigration and disability, aims to change this.

In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Baynton explains, immigration restriction in the United
States was primarily intended to keep people with disabilities—known as “defectives”—out of the country.
The list of those included is long: the deaf, blind, epileptic, and mobility impaired; people with curved
spines, hernias, flat or club feet, missing limbs, and short limbs; those unusually short or tall; people with
intellectual or psychiatric disabilities; intersexuals; men of “poor physique” and men diagnosed with
“feminism.” Not only were disabled individuals excluded, but particular races and nationalities were also
identified as undesirable based on their supposed susceptibility to mental, moral, and physical defects.

In this transformative book, Baynton argues that early immigration laws were a cohesive whole—a decades-
long effort to find an effective method of excluding people considered to be defective. This effort was one
aspect of a national culture that was increasingly fixated on competition and efficiency, anxious about
physical appearance and difference, and haunted by a fear of hereditary defect and the degeneration of the
American race.
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From reader reviews:

Bob Pratt:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Defectives in the Land:
Disability and Immigration in the Age of Eugenics book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Stephen Rael:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Defectives in the Land: Disability and Immigration
in the Age of Eugenics as your daily resource information.

Arthur Johnson:

The particular book Defectives in the Land: Disability and Immigration in the Age of Eugenics has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the
very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Ryan Strausbaugh:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
named of book Defectives in the Land: Disability and Immigration in the Age of Eugenics. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make
a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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