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A Traffic of Dead Bodies enters the sphere of bodysnatching medical students, dissection-room pranks, and
anatomical fantasy. It shows how nineteenth-century American physicians used anatomy to develop a vital
professional identity, while claiming authority over the living and the dead. It also introduces the middle-
class women and men, working people, unorthodox healers, cultural radicals, entrepreneurs, and health
reformers who resisted and exploited anatomy to articulate their own social identities and visions.

The nineteenth century saw the rise of the American medical profession: a proliferation of practitioners,
journals, organizations, sects, and schools. Anatomy lay at the heart of the medical curriculum, allowing
American medicine to invest itself with the authority of European science. Anatomists crossed the boundary
between life and death, cut into the body, reduced it to its parts, framed it with moral commentary, and
represented it theatrically, visually, and textually. Only initiates of the dissecting room could claim the
privileged healing status that came with direct knowledge of the body. But anatomy depended on
confiscation of the dead--mainly the plundered bodies of African Americans, immigrants, Native Americans,
and the poor. As black markets in cadavers flourished, so did a cultural obsession with anatomy, an
obsession that gave rise to clashes over the legal, social, and moral status of the dead. Ministers praised or
denounced anatomy from the pulpit; rioters sacked medical schools; and legislatures passed or repealed laws
permitting medical schools to take the bodies of the destitute. Dissection narratives and representations of the
anatomical body circulated in new places: schools, dime museums, popular lectures, minstrel shows, and
sensationalist novels.

Michael Sappol resurrects this world of graverobbers and anatomical healers, discerning new ligatures
among race and gender relations, funerary practices, the formation of the middle-class, and medical
professionalization. In the process, he offers an engrossing and surprisingly rich cultural history of
nineteenth-century America.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Matthews:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this A Traffic of Dead Bodies: Anatomy and Embodied Social Identity in Nineteenth-
Century America.

Catherine Estey:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific A Traffic of
Dead Bodies: Anatomy and Embodied Social Identity in Nineteenth-Century America book as starter and
daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Josefina Roundtree:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like A Traffic of Dead Bodies: Anatomy and
Embodied Social Identity in Nineteenth-Century America which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's notice.

Carmen Dana:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and A Traffic of Dead Bodies: Anatomy
and Embodied Social Identity in Nineteenth-Century America or even others sources were given expertise
for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge.
In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes A Traffic of Dead Bodies: Anatomy and
Embodied Social Identity in Nineteenth-Century America to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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