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Major transformations in society are always accompanied by parallel transformations in systems of social
communication ? what we call the media. In this book, historian Frederic Barbier provides an important new
economic, political and social analysis of the first great 'media revolution' in the West: Gutenberg?s
invention of the printing press in the mid fifteenth century. In great detail and with a wealth of historical
evidence, Barbier charts the developments in manuscript culture in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, and
shows how the steadily increasing need for written documents initiated the processes of change which
culminated with Gutenberg. The fifteenth century is presented as the 'age of start-ups' when investment and
research into technologies that were new at the time, including the printing press, flourished.

Tracing the developments through the sixteenth century, Barbier analyses the principal features of this first
media revolution: the growth of technology, the organization of the modern literary sector, the development
of surveillance and censorship and the invention of the process of 'mediatization'. He offers a rich variety of
examples from cities all over Europe, as well as looking at the evolution of print media in China and Korea.

This insightful re-interpretation of the Gutenberg revolution also looks beyond the specific historical context
to draw connections between the advent of print in the Rhine Valley (?paper valley?) and our own modern
digital revolution. It will be of great interest to students and scholars of early modern history, of literature
and the media, and will appeal to anyone interested in what remains one of the greatest cultural revolutions
of all time.
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From reader reviews:

William Grimm:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Gutenberg's Europe: The Book and the
Invention of Western Modernity which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Jody Vinson:

This Gutenberg's Europe: The Book and the Invention of Western Modernity is completely new way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this Gutenberg's Europe: The Book and the Invention of Western Modernity can be the light food to
suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These
books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People
who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Christine Andrews:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the
books in the top record in your reading list is definitely Gutenberg's Europe: The Book and the Invention of
Western Modernity. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Jennifer Stephens:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Gutenberg's
Europe: The Book and the Invention of Western Modernity.
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