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In the mid-twentieth century, American plant breeders, frustrated by their dependence on natural variation in
creating new crops and flowers, eagerly sought technologies that could extend human control over nature.
Their search led them to celebrate a series of strange tools: an x-ray beam directed at dormant seeds, a drop
of chromosome-altering colchicine on a flower bud, and a piece of radioactive cobalt in a field of growing
crops. According to scientific and popular reports of the time, these mutation-inducing methods would
generate variation on demand, in turn allowing breeders to genetically engineer crops and flowers to order.
Creating a new crop or flower would soon be as straightforward as innovating any other modern industrial
product.

 

 In Evolution Made to Order, Helen Anne Curry traces the history of America’s pursuit of tools that could
speed up evolution. It is an immersive journey through the scientific and social worlds of midcentury
genetics and plant breeding and a compelling exploration of American cultures of innovation. As Curry
reveals, the creation of genetic technologies was deeply entangled with other areas of technological
innovation—from electromechanical to chemical to nuclear. An important study of biological research and
innovation in America, Evolution Made to Order provides vital historical context for current worldwide
ethical and policy debates over genetic engineering.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Thibault:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Evolution Made to Order: Plant Breeding
and Technological Innovation in Twentieth-Century America will make you to always be smarter. You can
feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or suitable book with you?

Bob Bartlett:

This book untitled Evolution Made to Order: Plant Breeding and Technological Innovation in Twentieth-
Century America to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this
guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can
order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from
your list.

Jaclyn Warner:

Typically the book Evolution Made to Order: Plant Breeding and Technological Innovation in Twentieth-
Century America has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot
of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading
this article book.

Andrea Quirk:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
Evolution Made to Order: Plant Breeding and Technological Innovation in Twentieth-Century America. You
can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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