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The Bolsheviks took power in Russia 1917 armed with an ideology centered on the power of the worker.
From the beginning, however, Soviet leaders also realized the need for rest and leisure within the new
proletarian society and over subsequent decades struggled to reconcile the concept of leisure with the
doctrine of communism, addressing such fundamental concerns as what the purpose of leisure should be in a
workers' state and how socialist vacations should differ from those enjoyed by the capitalist bourgeoisie.

In Club Red, Diane P. Koenker offers a sweeping and insightful history of Soviet vacationing and tourism
from the Revolution through perestroika. She shows that from the outset, the regime insisted that the value of
tourism and vacation time was strictly utilitarian. Throughout the 1920s and '30s, the emphasis was on
providing the workers access to the "repair shops" of the nation's sanatoria or to the invigorating journeys by
foot, bicycle, skis, or horseback that were the stuff of "proletarian tourism." Both the sedentary vacation and
tourism were part of the regime’s effort to transform the poor and often illiterate citizenry into new Soviet
men and women.

Koenker emphasizes a distinctive blend of purpose and pleasure in Soviet vacation policy and practice and
explores a fundamental paradox: a state committed to the idea of the collective found itself promoting a
vacation policy that increasingly encouraged and then had to respond to individual autonomy and selfhood.
The history of Soviet tourism and vacations tells a story of freely chosen mobility that was enabled and
subsidized by the state. While Koenker focuses primarily on Soviet domestic vacation travel, she also notes
the decisive impact of travel abroad (mostly to other socialist countries), which shaped new worldviews,
created new consumer desires, and transformed Soviet vacation practices.
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Witzel:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Club
Red: Vacation Travel and the Soviet Dream is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Ashley Davis:

This book untitled Club Red: Vacation Travel and the Soviet Dream to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone.
So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Patrick Reyes:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a e-book. The book Club Red: Vacation Travel and the Soviet Dream it is rather good
to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high
quality.

Santos Ball:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Club Red: Vacation Travel and the Soviet
Dream can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time
by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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