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"Cathcart tells this exhilarating story with both verve and precision" --The Sunday Telegraph

Re-creating the frustrations, excitements, and obsessions of 1932, the "miracle year" of British physics,
Brian Cathcart reveals in rich detail the astonishing story behind the splitting of the atom. The most
celebrated scientific experiment of its time, it would lead to one of mankind's most devastating inventions--
the atomic bomb.

All matter is made mostly of empty space. Each of the billions of atoms that comprise it is hollow, its true
mass concentrated in a tiny nucleus that, if the atom were a cathedral, would be no bigger than a fly.
Discovering its existence three quarters of a century ago was Lord Rutherford's greatest scientific
achievement, but even he caught only a glimpse. Almost at the point of despair, John Cockcroft and Ernest
Walton, two young researchers in a grubby basement room at the famous Cavendish Laboratory in
Cambridge, grappled with the challenge. Racing against their American and German counterparts-a colorful
cast of Nobel Prize winners--they would change everything. With paper-and-pencil calculations, a handmade
apparatus, the odd lump of plasticine, and some revolutionary physics, Cockroft and Walton raised the
curtain on the atomic age.

The Fly in the Cathedral is a riveting and erudite narrative inspired by the dreams that lead the last true
gentlemen scientists to the very essence of the universe: the heart of matter.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Cook:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The Fly in the Cathedral:
How a Group of Cambridge Scientists Won the International Race to Split the Atom? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Leo Rizer:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world, the
actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Fly in the Cathedral:
How a Group of Cambridge Scientists Won the International Race to Split the Atom. All type of book is it
possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Charles Kinsella:

The guide with title The Fly in the Cathedral: How a Group of Cambridge Scientists Won the International
Race to Split the Atom has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of
the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can
read the item anywhere you want.

Michael Kelly:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The Fly in the Cathedral:
How a Group of Cambridge Scientists Won the International Race to Split the Atom.
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