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The first English translation of Ghyka’s masterwork on sacred geometry

• Reveals how the Golden Number Phi underlies the spiritual nature of beauty and the hidden harmonies that
connect the whole of creation

• Explains how the spiritual mysteries of the Golden Number were passed down in an unbroken line of
transmission from the Pythagorean brotherhoods through the medieval builders’ guilds to the secret societies
of 18th-century Europe

The Golden Number, or Phi (Φ), is a geometric ratio found throughout nature, often underlying the
dimensions of objects considered especially beautiful. Simplified as 1.618 and symbolized by the Fibonacci
sequence, the Golden Number represents the unique relationship within an object where the ratio of a larger
part to a smaller part is the same as the ratio of the whole to the larger part. It appears in the proportions of
the human face and body as well as in the proportions of animals, plants, and celestial bodies.

Called the divine proportion by the monk Fra Luca Pacioli, whose book on the subject was illustrated by
Leonardo da Vinci, Phi’s use in art and architecture goes back at least to the mystical mathematics of
Pythagoras and his followers in the sixth century BCE. The perfect synthesis of spiritual and material, it can
be found in the measurements of the sacred temples of Egypt, Ancient Greece, and Medieval and
Renaissance Europe. The asymptotic series of integers that define Phi represent the macrocosm and
microcosm as portrayed in Plato’s concept of the world soul.

Presenting Matila Ghyka’s classic treatise on the Golden Number for the first time in English, this book
reveals the many ways this ratio can be found not only in the organic forms of nature--such as in the spirals
of shells or the number of petals on a flower--but also in the most beautiful and highest creations of
humanity. One of the most important concepts of sacred geometry, its mysteries were passed down in an
unbroken line of transmission from the Pythagorean brotherhoods through the medieval builders’ guilds to
the secret societies of 18th-century Europe. Ghyka shows how the secrets of this divine proportion were not
sought merely for their value in architecture, painting, and music, but also as a portal to a deeper
understanding of the spiritual nature of beauty and the hidden harmonies that connect the whole of creation.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Ward:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Golden Number: Pythagorean Rites and Rhythms in the
Development of Western Civilization.

Melissa Sanders:

With other case, little people like to read book The Golden Number: Pythagorean Rites and Rhythms in the
Development of Western Civilization. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that
we know about how is important a new book The Golden Number: Pythagorean Rites and Rhythms in the
Development of Western Civilization. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just
a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that.
In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need
to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Gary Forsyth:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this The Golden Number: Pythagorean Rites and Rhythms in the Development of Western Civilization, you
may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a book.

Michelle Jarvis:

The Golden Number: Pythagorean Rites and Rhythms in the Development of Western Civilization can be
one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has
good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing The Golden Number: Pythagorean Rites and Rhythms in the Development



of Western Civilization however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you
into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.
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