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Though debates over immigration have waxed and waned in the course of American history, the importance
of immigrants to the nation's identity is imparted in civics classes, political discourse, and television and
film. We are told that the United States is a "nation of immigrants," built by people who came from many
lands to make an even better nation. But this belief was relatively new in the twentieth century, a period that
saw the establishment of immigrant quotas that endured until the Immigrant and Nationality Act of 1965.
What changed over the course of the century, according to historian Robert L. Fleegler, is the rise of
"contributionism," the belief that the newcomers from eastern and southern Europe contributed important
cultural and economic benefits to American society.

Early twentieth-century immigrants from southern and eastern Europe often found themselves criticized for
language and customs at odds with their new culture, but initially found greater acceptance through an
emphasis on their similarities to "native stock" Americans. Drawing on sources as diverse as World War II
films, records of Senate subcommittee hearings, and anti-Communist propaganda, Ellis Island Nation
describes how contributionism eventually shifted the focus of the immigration debate from assimilation to a
Cold War celebration of ethnic diversity and its benefits—helping to ease the passage of 1960s immigration
laws that expanded the pool of legal immigrants and setting the stage for the identity politics of the 1970s
and 1980s. Ellis Island Nation provides a historical perspective on recent discussions of multiculturalism and
the exclusion of groups that have arrived since the liberalization of immigrant laws.
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From reader reviews:

Hattie Leclair:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Ellis Island Nation: Immigration Policy and American
Identity in the Twentieth Century (Haney Foundation Series) can be good book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Melissa Ray:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Ellis Island Nation: Immigration
Policy and American Identity in the Twentieth Century (Haney Foundation Series) guide written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still skepticism Ellis Island Nation: Immigration Policy and American Identity in the
Twentieth Century (Haney Foundation Series) as good book not just by the cover but also by the content.
This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Esther Cunningham:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what sorts of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Ellis Island Nation: Immigration Policy and American Identity in the
Twentieth Century (Haney Foundation Series) will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Warren Cruz:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your



book? Or just in search of the Ellis Island Nation: Immigration Policy and American Identity in the
Twentieth Century (Haney Foundation Series) when you required it?
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