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Jerome (c. 347–419/20), one of the West's four doctors of the church, was recognized early on as one of the
church's foremost translators, commentators, and advocates of Christian asceticism. Skilled in Hebrew and
Greek in addition to his native Latin, he was thoroughly familiar with Jewish traditions and brought them to
bear on his understanding of the Old Testament. Beginning in 379, Jerome used his considerable linguistic
skills to translate Origen's commentaries and, eventually, to translate and comment on Scripture himself.
Jerome began writing commentaries on the twelve minor prophets in 392 while preparing his Latin Vulgate
translation of the Bible. After completing Nahum, Micah, Zephaniah, Haggai, and Habakkuk, he was
interrupted in 393 by the Origenist controversy, after which he became a vocal critic of Origen of
Alexandria. He finished his commentaries on Jonah and Obadiah in 396. These seven commentaries are
available in volume one. The Origenist controversy and his commentary on Matthew occupied his time for
the next several years. He finally completed the rest of the twelve prophets in 406. This Ancient Christian
Text volume, edited and translated by Thomas Scheck in collaboration with classics students from Ave
Maria University, includes those final five commentaries on Zechariah, Malachi, Hosea, Joel, and Amos.
Throughout these commentaries Jerome refers frequently to the work of previous commentators, and his
spiritual exegesis relies heavily on the exegetical work of Origen?though he acknowledges that "I have not
followed them in everything." Jerome hears in these texts God's judgment and mercy not only on Israel but
especially on the Christian community. In Amos, for example, he says that "whatever we have said about
Judah refers to the church." He wrestles especially with the scandalous message of Hosea, which he refers to
as drowning with Pharaoh during the crossing of the Red Sea. But he trusts that "the ways of the Lord are the
reading of the Old and New Testament, the understanding of the holy Scriptures." Jerome's magisterial
commentaries help us walk more faithfully in God's ways.
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From reader reviews:

Vickie Miller:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Commentaries on the Twelve Prophets (Ancient Christian Texts).

Keith Abell:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that
question since just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Commentaries on the Twelve
Prophets (Ancient Christian Texts) to read.

Renee Middleton:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you that Commentaries on the Twelve Prophets
(Ancient Christian Texts) book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Carlos Mendoza:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Commentaries on the Twelve Prophets
(Ancient Christian Texts) can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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