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This fascinating history uncovers the hidden political world of Ming China, exploring how the most
powerful man in mid-sixteenth-century China steered the empire through the worst crises it had ever faced.
Distinguished scholar John W. Dardess traces the life of Chief Grand Secretary Xu Jie (1503–1583), the
leading politician-statesman in the China of his time. Drawing on years of research, Dardess uses Xu Jie’s
extensive letters to officials in the field and reports of conversations with the emperors he served to show just
how difficult it was to defend the empire. His correspondence vividly shows how he organized its defenses
and shepherded it through the twin crises of raids along the thousands of miles of continental and maritime
frontiers in the 1550s and 1560s. The book traces his origins, his rise to power, and his engagement with the
leading Confucian school of his time, that of Wang Yangming and his electrifying ethical teachings. Dardess
describes how Xu used those teachings to build a following and leverage his way up the Ming bureaucracy.
He shows how Xu was able both to suppress corruption and liberalize bureaucratic procedures. At the same
time, the book highlights the psychological strain Xu suffered as a result and the vindictive and nearly lethal
attacks directed at him after his retirement. Arguing that Xu was instrumental to the survival of the Ming
dynasty through a long period of severe stress, Dardess tells his long-neglected story in rich and engrossing
detail.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Haakenson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed A Political Life in Ming
China: A Grand Secretary and His Times? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you
can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have different opinion?

Samuel Lester:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and A Political Life in Ming China: A Grand Secretary
and His Times or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any
other book likes A Political Life in Ming China: A Grand Secretary and His Times to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Thomas Kelly:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of
book A Political Life in Ming China: A Grand Secretary and His Times. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Ryan Parker:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book A Political Life in Ming China: A Grand
Secretary and His Times to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open
up a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve A Political Life in Ming China: A Grand Secretary and His
Times can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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