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In The Dutch Moment, Wim Klooster shows how the Dutch built and eventually lost an Atlantic empire that
stretched from the homeland in the United Provinces to the Hudson River and from Brazil and the Caribbean
to the African Gold Coast. The fleets and armies that fought for the Dutch in the decades-long war against
Spain included numerous foreigners, largely drawn from countries in northwestern Europe. Likewise, many
settlers of Dutch colonies were born in other parts of Europe or the New World. The Dutch would not have
been able to achieve military victories without the native alliances they carefully cultivated. Indeed, the
Dutch Atlantic was quintessentially interimperial, multinational, and multiracial. At the same time, it was an
empire entirely designed to benefit the United Provinces.

The pivotal colony in the Dutch Atlantic was Brazil, half of which was conquered by the Dutch West India
Company. Its brief lifespan notwithstanding, Dutch Brazil (1630–1654) had a lasting impact on the Atlantic
world. The scope of Dutch warfare in Brazil is hard to overestimate—this was the largest interimperial
conflict of the seventeenth-century Atlantic. Brazil launched the Dutch into the transatlantic slave trade, a
business they soon dominated. At the same time, Dutch Brazil paved the way for a Jewish life in freedom in
the Americas after the first American synagogues opened their doors in Recife. In the end, the entire colony
eventually reverted to Portuguese rule, in part because Dutch soldiers, plagued by perennial poverty, famine,
and misery, refused to take up arms. As they did elsewhere, the Dutch lost a crucial colony because of the
empire's systematic neglect of the very soldiers on whom its defenses rested.

After the loss of Brazil and, ten years later, New Netherland, the Dutch scaled back their political ambitions
in the Atlantic world. Their American colonies barely survived wars with England and France. As the
imperial dimension waned, the interimperial dimension gained strength. Dutch commerce with residents of
foreign empires thrived in a process of constant adaptation to foreign settlers’ needs and mercantilist
obstacles.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Cassady:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept The Dutch Moment:
War, Trade, and Settlement in the Seventeenth-Century Atlantic World suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Dutch Moment: War, Trade,
and Settlement in the Seventeenth-Century Atlantic Worldis a single of several books this everyone read
now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people
can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Irma Cook:

The reserve with title The Dutch Moment: War, Trade, and Settlement in the Seventeenth-Century Atlantic
World has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This
kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on
your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Gloria Todd:

The Dutch Moment: War, Trade, and Settlement in the Seventeenth-Century Atlantic World can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in
writing The Dutch Moment: War, Trade, and Settlement in the Seventeenth-Century Atlantic World
nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage
of crucial contemplating.

Rena Campbell:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be The Dutch Moment: War, Trade, and Settlement in the
Seventeenth-Century Atlantic World why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to
the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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