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English Mercuries examines war and literature through the writings of veterans who came home from their
deployments to pursue literary careers. From their often neglected writings emerges a new picture of the
Elizabethan world at war. For centuries Elizabethan England has been characterized by booming patriotism
and martial energy, and the literature of this period, epitomized in works like Shakespeare’s Henry V, has
been seen as celebrating a proud and defiant kingdom unified around its wars with Spain. Beneath this
patriotic veneer, however, was a country withering under the costs of seemingly endless military
commitments and ripped apart by doubts about the purpose of war and mistrust of state officials who
advanced their own political interests through war at the expense of the people who had to fight and pay for
it.

These misgivings are a powerful undercurrent in much of the literature of the period, even the most
ostensibly patriotic works, but it is in the writings on war by soldier poets where they are most clearly
pronounced. Fashioning themselves as servants of both Mars and Mercury (the god of war and the god of
writing), Elizabethan soldier poets focused their war stories on the gritty realities of military campaigning,
the price individuals paid for serving the state, and the difficulties of returning to civilian life. The book
reconsiders some familiar writers like John Donne and Ben Jonson in the context of their military
experiences and provides comprehensive studies of some important but underappreciated soldier poets like
Thomas Churchyard, George Gascoigne, and John Harington.
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From reader reviews:

Kenny Grant:

In other case, little persons like to read book English Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of Shakespeare.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a
new book English Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of Shakespeare. You can add information and of
course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Bonita Crist:

The book English Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of Shakespeare can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book English
Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of Shakespeare? A number of you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with
the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all
of these. Book English Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of Shakespeare has simple shape but you know:
it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

David Wysocki:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this improve your
knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you want send more
knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one using theme for entertaining
such as comic or novel. The actual English Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of Shakespeare is kind of
publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Donald Warren:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name English
Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of Shakespeare suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The book untitled English Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of Shakespeareis one
of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world within this book.
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