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Little is known about Arabia in the sixth century CE. Yet from this distant time and place emerged a faith
and an empire that stretched from the Iberian peninsula to India. Today, Muslims account for nearly a quarter
of the global population. G. W. Bowersock seeks to illuminate this most obscure and yet most dynamic
period in the history of Islam?from the mid-sixth to mid-seventh century?exploring why arid Arabia proved
to be such fertile ground for Muhammad’s prophetic message, and why that message spread so quickly to the
wider world.

In Muhammad’s time Arabia stood at the crossroads of great empires, a place where Christianity, Judaism,
and local polytheistic traditions vied for adherents. Mecca, Muhammad’s birthplace, belonged to the part of
Arabia recently conquered by the Ethiopian Christian king Abraha. But Ethiopia lost western Arabia to
Persia following Abraha’s death, while the death of the Byzantine emperor in 602 further destabilized the
region. Within this chaotic environment, where lands and populations were traded frequently among
competing powers and belief systems, Muhammad began winning converts to his revelations. In a troubled
age, his followers coalesced into a powerful force, conquering Palestine, Syria, and Egypt and laying the
groundwork of the Umayyad Caliphate.

The crucible of Islam remains an elusive vessel. Although we may never grasp it firmly, Bowersock offers
the most detailed description of its contours and the most compelling explanation of how one of the world’s
great religions took shape.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Berg:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a e-book. The book The Crucible of Islam it is very good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Edna Garza:

Beside this particular The Crucible of Islam in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't always
be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Crucible of Islam
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the item? Find this book and also read it from now!

Marie Avis:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Crucible of Islam can be the
respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Candy Smith:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the
library or even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Crucible of Islam can make you sense more
interested to read.
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