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In recent years it has been increasingly suggested in some quarters that the doctrine of the atoning death of
Christ did not come into being in the earliest stages of Christianity; the first interpretation of Jesus is said to
have been the image of him as the eschatological prophet, or the innocent man suffering wrongly. Against
such views which might seem to devalue the doctrine of the atonement, Professor Hengel argues forcefully
and with great scholarship that the doctrine of the atonement can be traced back to the earliest church, indeed
to the sayings of Jesus himself. The second part of the book is devoted to this quest, moving back from the
letters of Paul, through the pre-Pauline tradition, to Jesus. It is fascinating in itself. However, what gives the
book even greater appeal is its first part, in which Professor Hengel examines a wider area of classical
antiquity. Would it have made sense to Greeks and Romans of the first-century to say that Jesus had died for
them? Were there points of contact in their traditions? Surveying Greek and Latin literature, Professor
Hengel shows just how widespread a theme 'dying for' actually was, from Homer, through the Greek
tragedians and orators, to Plutarch, Livy and Caesar. Once again, he sheds new light on areas which might be
thought to have been long since worked to death.
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From reader reviews:

Emma O\'Neill:

The book The Atonement: The Origins of the Doctrine in the New Testament can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book The Atonement:
The Origins of the Doctrine in the New Testament? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all
of these. Book The Atonement: The Origins of the Doctrine in the New Testament has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Lisa Langlais:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day every day to reading a e-book. The book The Atonement: The Origins of the Doctrine in the
New Testament it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book.
These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you
can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not
too costly but this book offers high quality.

Teresa Hanson:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in the
top listing in your reading list will be The Atonement: The Origins of the Doctrine in the New Testament.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Cathie Moss:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news.
On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the The Atonement: The Origins of the Doctrine in the New Testament when you necessary it?
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