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The phone rings. The doctor from California is on the line. “Are you ready Amanda?” The two people
Amanda Baxley loves the most had begged her not to be tested?at least, not now. But she had to find out.

If your family carried a mutated gene that foretold a brutal illness and you were offered the chance to find
out if you’d inherited it, would you do it? Would you walk toward the problem, bravely accepting whatever
answer came your way? Or would you avoid the potential bad news as long as possible?

In Mercies in Disguise, acclaimed New York Times science reporter and bestselling author Gina Kolata tells
the story of the Baxleys, an almost archetypal family in a small town in South Carolina. A proud and
determined clan, many of them doctors, they are struck one by one with an inscrutable illness. They finally
discover the cause of the disease after a remarkable sequence of events that many saw as providential.
Meanwhile, science, progressing for a half a century along a parallel track, had handed the Baxleys a
resolution?not a cure, but a blood test that would reveal who had the gene for the disease and who did not.
And science would offer another dilemma?fertility specialists had created a way to spare the children
through an expensive process.

A work of narrative nonfiction in the tradition of the The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Mercies in
Disguise is the story of a family that took matters into its own hands when the medical world abandoned
them. It’s a story of a family that had to deal with unspeakable tragedy and yet did not allow it to tear them
apart. And it is the story of a young woman?Amanda Baxley?who faced the future head on, determined to
find a way to disrupt her family’s destiny.
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From reader reviews:

Gerard Brand:

The book Mercies in Disguise: A Story of Hope, a Family's Genetic Destiny, and the Science That Rescued
Them can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the
great thing like a book Mercies in Disguise: A Story of Hope, a Family's Genetic Destiny, and the Science
That Rescued Them? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Mercies in Disguise: A Story of Hope, a Family's Genetic Destiny, and the Science That Rescued Them has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous
world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Jones:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question
because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Mercies in Disguise: A Story of
Hope, a Family's Genetic Destiny, and the Science That Rescued Them to read.

Teresa Vanhook:

Mercies in Disguise: A Story of Hope, a Family's Genetic Destiny, and the Science That Rescued Them can
be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book
has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but still delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Mercies in Disguise: A Story of Hope, a Family's Genetic Destiny, and the Science
That Rescued Them but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Joan Naylor:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Mercies in Disguise: A Story of Hope,
a Family's Genetic Destiny, and the Science That Rescued Them reserve written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
hesitation Mercies in Disguise: A Story of Hope, a Family's Genetic Destiny, and the Science That Rescued



Them as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can
break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.
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