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When Walter O'Malley moved his Brooklyn Dodgers to Los Angeles in 1957 with plans to construct a new
ballpark next to downtown, he ignited a bitter argument over the future of a rapidly changing city. For the
first time, City of Dreams tells the full story of the controversial building of Dodger Stadium--and how it
helped create modern Los Angeles by transforming its downtown into a vibrant cultural and entertainment
center.

In a vivid narrative, Jerald Podair tells how Los Angeles was convulsed between 1957 and 1962 over
whether, where, and how to build Dodger Stadium. Competing civic visions clashed. Would Los Angeles be
a decentralized, low-tax city of neighborhoods, as demanded by middle-class whites on its peripheries? Or
would the baseball park be the first contribution to a revitalized downtown that would brand Los Angeles as
a national and global city, as advocated by leaders in business, media, and entertainment?

O'Malley's vision triumphed when he opened his privately constructed stadium on April 10, 1962--and over
the past half century it has contributed substantially to the city's civic and financial well-being. But in order
to build the stadium, O'Malley negotiated with the city to acquire publicly owned land (from which the city
had uprooted a Mexican American community), raising sharply contested questions about the relationship
between private profit and "public purpose." Indeed, the battle over Dodger Stadium crystallized issues with
profound implications for all American cities, and for arguments over the meaning of equality itself.

Filled with colorful stories, City of Dreams will fascinate anyone who is interested in the history of the
Dodgers, baseball, Los Angeles, and the modern American city.
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From reader reviews:

Lula Barnes:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know what kind you should start with. This City of Dreams: Dodger Stadium and the Birth of Modern
Los Angeles is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Jennifer Pittman:

This City of Dreams: Dodger Stadium and the Birth of Modern Los Angeles tend to be reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this City of Dreams: Dodger Stadium and
the Birth of Modern Los Angeles can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-
book and printed versions. Beside that this City of Dreams: Dodger Stadium and the Birth of Modern Los
Angeles giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Rosemary Lilly:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled City of Dreams: Dodger Stadium and the Birth of Modern
Los Angeles can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Mark Smith:

This City of Dreams: Dodger Stadium and the Birth of Modern Los Angeles is great book for you because
the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can declare
no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having City of Dreams: Dodger Stadium and the Birth of Modern Los Angeles in your
hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading



book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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