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An examination of the tumultuous inner life of this poet and writerHe was a close friend of T. S. Eliot,
deeply admired by C. S. Lewis, inspirational for W. H. Auden in his journey to faith, and a literary sparring
partner for J. R. R. Tolkien. Yet half a century after his death, much of Charles Williams’s life and work
remains an enigma. The questions that arose from his immersion in Rosicrucian and hermetic culture and
ideology—central to understanding Williams’s thought and art remain provocatively unexplored.For a
decade of his early adulthood, Williams was a member of the Fellowship of the Rosy Cross, a form of neo-
Rosicrucianism. There is widespread confusion about its nature, which is to be expected given that this was a
semisecret society. Though Williams left his formal association with it behind, it enriched and informed his
imaginative world with a hermetic myth that expressed itself in an underlying ideology and metaphysics.In
Charles Williams: Alchemy and Integration, Gavin Ashenden explores both the history behind the myths and
metaphysics Williams was to make his own and the hermetic culture that influenced him. He examines and
interprets its expressions in Williams’s novels, poetry, and the development of his ideas and relates these
elements to Williams’s unpublished letters to his platonic lover, Celia, written toward the end of his life.
Since one of the foremost ideas in Williams’s work is the interdependence or co-inherence of both our
humanity and the creation, understanding the extent to which he lived and achieved this in his own life is
important. Williams’s private correspondence with Celia is of particular interest both for its own sake, since
it was previously unknown, and for the insight it offers into his personality and muse.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer McNab:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what one you should start with. This Charles Williams: Alchemy and Integration is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Willie Navarro:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Charles Williams: Alchemy and Integration can be very
good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

William Sinclair:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Charles Williams: Alchemy and Integration
can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Sharon Keller:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Charles Williams: Alchemy and Integration can
give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Charles Williams: Alchemy and Integration.
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