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The Pinkster King and the King of Kongo presents the history of the nation’s forgotten Dutch slave
community and free Dutch-speaking African Americans from seventeenth-century New Amsterdam to
nineteenth-century New York and New Jersey. It also develops a provocative new interpretation of one of
America’s most intriguing black folkloric traditions, Pinkster. Jeroen Dewulf rejects the usual interpretation
of this celebration of a “slave king” as a form of carnival. Instead, he shows that it is a ritual rooted in
mutual-aid and slave brotherhood traditions. By placing these traditions in an Atlantic context, Dewulf
identifies striking parallels to royal election rituals in slave communities elsewhere in the Americas, and he
traces these rituals to the ancient Kingdom of Kongo and the impact of Portuguese culture in West-Central
Africa.

Dewulf’s focus on the social capital of slaves follows the mutual aid to seventeenth-century Manhattan. He
suggests a much stronger impact of Manhattan’s first slave community on the development of African
American identity in New York and New Jersey than hitherto assumed.

While the earliest works on slave culture in a North American context concentrated on an assumed process
of assimilation according to European standards, later studies pointed out the need to look for indigenous
African continuities. The Pinkster King and the King of Kongo suggests the necessity for an increased focus
on the substantial contact that many Africans had with European?primarily Portuguese?cultures before they
were shipped as slaves to the Americas. The book has already garnered honors as the winner of the Richard
O. Collins Award in African Studies, the New Netherland Institute Hendricks Award, and the Clague and
Carol Van Slyke Prize.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Brown:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Pinkster King and the King of
Kongo: The Forgotten History of America's Dutch-Owned Slaves. All type of book would you see on many
options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Angela Taylor:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Pinkster King and the King of Kongo: The Forgotten History of America's Dutch-Owned Slaves, you may
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a book.

Pamela Guarino:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Pinkster King and the King of Kongo: The Forgotten History of
America's Dutch-Owned Slaves why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

William Perrotta:

Beside this particular The Pinkster King and the King of Kongo: The Forgotten History of America's Dutch-
Owned Slaves in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Pinkster King and the King of
Kongo: The Forgotten History of America's Dutch-Owned Slaves because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here



cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book along with read it from right now!
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