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The origins of Islam have been the subject of increasing controversy in recent years. The traditional view,
which presents Islam as a self-consciously distinct religion tied to the life and revelations of the prophet
Muhammad in western Arabia, has since the 1970s been challenged by historians engaged in critical study of
the Muslim sources.

In Muhammad and the Believers, the eminent historian Fred Donner offers a lucid and original vision of how
Islam first evolved. He argues that the origins of Islam lie in what we may call the "Believers' movement"
begun by the prophet Muhammad—a movement of religious reform emphasizing strict monotheism and
righteous behavior in conformity with God's revealed law. The Believers' movement thus included righteous
Christians and Jews in its early years, because like the Qur'anic Believers, Christians and Jews were
monotheists and agreed to live righteously in obedience to their revealed law. The conviction that Muslims
constituted a separate religious community, utterly distinct from Christians and Jews, emerged a century
later, when the leaders of the Believers' movement decided that only those who saw the Qur'an as the final
revelation of the One God and Muhammad as the final prophet, qualified as Believers. This separated them
decisively from monotheists who adhered to the Gospels or Torah.
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From reader reviews:

Olivia Cook:

This Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam book is not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This specific Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam without we know teach the one who
looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Muhammad and the Believers: At
the Origins of Islam can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Muhammad and the Believers: At the
Origins of Islam having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Kristopher Lewis:

This Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam is great e-book for you because the content
which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean
it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam in your hand like having the world
in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
moment right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you
still doubt that will?

Steve Domingo:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several
books in the top list in your reading list is actually Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam.
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person.
By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.

John Martin:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam
or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish
to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those



books are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book
likes Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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