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David Ruggles (1810-1849) was one of the most heroic--and has been one of the most often overlooked--
figures of the early abolitionist movement in America. Graham Russell Gao Hodges provides the first
biography of this African American activist, writer, publisher, and hydrotherapist who secured liberty for
more than six hundred former bond people, the most famous of whom was Frederick Douglass. A forceful,
courageous voice for black freedom, Ruggles mentored Douglass, Sojourner Truth, and William Cooper Nell
in the skills of antislavery activism. As a founder of the New York Committee of Vigilance, he advocated a
"practical abolitionism" that included civil disobedience and self-defense in order to preserve the rights of
self-emancipated enslaved people and to protect free blacks from kidnappers who would sell them into
slavery in the South.

Hodges's narrative places Ruggles in the fractious politics and society of New York, where he moved among
the highest ranks of state leaders and spoke up for common black New Yorkers. His work on the Committee
of Vigilance inspired many upstate New York and New England whites, who allied with him to form a
network that became the Underground Railroad.

Hodges's portrait of David Ruggles establishes the abolitionist as an essential link between disparate groups-
-male and female, black and white, clerical and secular, elite and rank-and-file--recasting the history of
antebellum abolitionism as a more integrated and cohesive movement than is often portrayed.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled David Ruggles: A Radical Black Abolitionist and the Underground Railroad
in New York City (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture). Try to the
actual book David Ruggles: A Radical Black Abolitionist and the Underground Railroad in New York City
(The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) as your friend. It means that it can
being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you
can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Kathie Richmond:

This David Ruggles: A Radical Black Abolitionist and the Underground Railroad in New York City (The
John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) is brand-new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this David
Ruggles: A Radical Black Abolitionist and the Underground Railroad in New York City (The John Hope
Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form
and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read
this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Sonia Shipley:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this David Ruggles: A Radical Black Abolitionist and the Underground Railroad in
New York City (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) can make you
really feel more interested to read.



Sharon Hardin:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just in search of the David Ruggles: A Radical Black Abolitionist and the Underground Railroad in New
York City (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) when you essential it?
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