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According to arecent Institute of Medicine report, as many as 98,000 Americans die each year as aresult of
medical error—a figure higher than deaths from automobile accidents, breast cancer, or AIDS. That
astounding number of fatalities does not include the number of those serious mistakes that are grievous and
damaging but not fatal. Who can forget the tragic case of 17-year-old Jésica Santillan, who died after
receiving a heart-lung transplant with an incompatible blood type? What can be done about this? What
should be done? How can patients and their families regain a sense of trust in the hospitals and clinicians that
care for them? Where do we even begin the discussion?

Accountability brings the issue to the table in response to the demand for patient safety and increased
accountability regarding medical errors. In an interdisciplinary approach, Virginia Sharpe draws together the
insights of patients and families who have suffered harm, institutional leaders galvanized to reform by tragic
eventsin their own hospitals, philosophers, historians, and legal theorists. Many errors can be traced to flaws
in complex systems of health care delivery, not flawsin individual performance. How then should we
structure responsihility for medical mistakes so that justice for the injured can be achieved alongside the
collection of information that can improve systems and prevent future error? Bringing together authoritative
voices of family members, health care providers, and scholars—from such disciplines as medical history,
economics, health policy, law, philosophy, and theology—this book examines how conventional structures
of accountability in law and medical structure (structures paradoxically at odds with justice and safety)
should be replaced by more ethically informed federal, state, and institutional policies. Accountability calls
for public policy that creates not only systems capable of openness concerning safety and error—but policy
that also delivers just compensation and honest and humane treatment to those patients and families who
have suffered from harmful medical error.
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From reader reviews:
LucilleRoller:

The experience that you get from Accountability: Patient Safety and Policy Reform (Hastings Center Studies
in Ethics series) could be the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you
get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Accountability: Patient
Safety and Policy Reform (Hastings Center Studies in Ethics series) giving you joy feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this Accountability: Patient Safety and Policy Reform
(Hastings Center Studiesin Ethics series) instantly.

James Fitzgibbons:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Accountability: Patient Safety and Policy Reform (Hastings Center Studies in Ethics series), you are ableto
tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a e-book.

Barbara Duty:

A lot of people aways spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games al day long. If you want to try to find a new activity thisis
look different you can read any book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read
you can spent the entire day to reading a e-book. The book Accountability: Patient Safety and Policy Reform
(Hastings Center Studiesin Ethics series) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of people that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mOore quickly to read this book from your smart
phone. The priceis not very costly but this book features high quality.

James Bouchard:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can



satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be examine.
Accountability: Patient Safety and Policy Reform (Hastings Center Studies in Ethics series) can be your
answer asit can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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