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"Tocqueville: A Biography is a book of considerable importance, primarily because of its comprehensive
treatment of both Tocqueville's public life and his private life--including many details necessarily absent
from the two previous biographical essays."--John Lukacs, The New Yorker

In this first major biography of the author of Democracy in America, André Jardin traces Alexis de
Tocqueville's eventful life from his birth in 1805 to aristocratic parents in post-revolutionary France, through
his trip to antebellum America as a young man, his adventures in Algeria, and his political career in France's
Second Republic, to his return to writing and the publication of his other classic work L'Ancien régime et la
révolution in 1856. Jardin also offers an illuminating critical analysis of Democracy in America, arguing that
the concerns for just government that inform this famous work dominated Tocqueville's thought throughout
his life.

"His scholarship is meticulous, his judgment careful and fair, his style plain and clear... Jardin has put all
students of Tocqueville deep in his debt... More than any of his contemporaries--more than Marx, more than
Mill, much more than Mazzini, Comte or Proudhon--[Tocqueville] is the man for the late twentieth century.
It is the triumph of André Jardin's biography that it shows so clearly how this is so."--Hugh Brogan, Times
Literary Supplement

"Mr. Jardin is the complete master of his subject. His portrait of the writer is lucid and well composed, his
comments are penetrating, and he draws on a wide range of unfamiliar material... Mr. Jardin is telling astory
that has been told many times before. But he manages to recapture much of its original freshness, and he
makes effective use, as elsewhere, of previously unpublished documents."--John Gross, New York Times

"Jardin gives us a concise and balanced account of Tocqueville's public positions and passions. He does this
with economy, grace, thoroughness, and reliability."--George Armstrong Kelly, New Republic

Gracefully traces the trajectory of Tocqueville's multifaceted career and provides and illuminating critique of
Democracy in America and Tocqueille's later works.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Kimmel:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed
Tocqueville: A Biography? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Della Ferguson:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Tocqueville: A Biography will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Kevin Pennell:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Tocqueville: A Biography
book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Terry Myers:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Tocqueville: A Biography can be excellent book to read. May be it might
be best activity to you.
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