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In 1847, in a small rural courthouse in Coles County, Illinois, Abraham Lincoln represented a Kentucky
slave owner named Robert Matson in his attempt to recover a runaway slave woman and her four children.
Most Americans, even those with a penchant for the nation's history, have never heard of this court case.
This is no coincidence. Lincoln's involvement in the case has troubled and bewildered most students and
biographers of the "Great Emancipator." In many assessments, the case inspires rationalizations and
distortions; in others, avoidance and denial. These approaches are a disservice to the man and to those who
seek to understand him.In Lincoln Apostate: The Matson Slave Case, lawyer and historian Charles R.
McKirdy digs behind the myths and evasions to determine why Lincoln chose to advocate property rights
grounded in a system that he claimed to abhor and pursue the continued enslavement of five of its most
vulnerable and sympathetic victims. In a careful and readable blend of narrative and analysis, the book finds
the answer in the time and place that was Lincoln's Illinois in 1847, in the laws and judicial decisions that
provided the legal backdrop against which the drama of the Matson case was played out, and in the man that
Lincoln was thirteen years before he became president.The discussion of Lincoln's decision to represent
Matson and the description of the trial itself take nothing at face value. The author examines primary and
secondary sources for the ribbon of truth shorn of preconceptions and hollow justifications. Lincoln Apostate
scrutinizes Lincoln's motives for choosing as he did and explores the ideals and fears of this very complex
man.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Belknap:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Lincoln Apostate: The Matson Slave Case will
make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But
some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Eugene Barnum:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Lincoln Apostate: The Matson
Slave Case is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Mary Gobeil:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Lincoln Apostate: The
Matson Slave Case that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you can pick Lincoln Apostate: The Matson Slave Case become your current starter.

Rene Hudson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Lincoln Apostate: The Matson Slave Case why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you
to pick up this book.
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