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A hobby backed by centuries of tradition, amateur gem cutting remains popular today. Once a completely
unskilled beginner himself, Captain John Sinkankas never forgot his strugglesin learning how to cut and
polish gemstones without the benefit of an instructor. With his own experience in mind, he wrote Gem
Cutting to make it possible for others to teach themselves how to do every type of |apidary work without
having to attend classes.

For over half acentury, Gem Cutting has served as the go-to guide for beginners and experts alike. Offering
awealth of information for everyone, it starts with the fundamentals and leads logically to techniques and
projects that will challenge even the most advanced cutter. Every step is described in detail and illustrated
with drawings and photographs. Sinkankas covers common pitfalls and, wherever possible, offers hints on
how to take money-saving shortcuts. Incorporating tips on operating equipment for greatest efficiency, he
explains how to make or choose equipment for sawing, grinding, sanding, and other basic operations. Special
chapters describe how to cut and polish cabochons, faceted gems, spheres and beads; how to tumble gems;
and how to make carvings, engravings, inlays, and mosaics.

Sinkankas also advises on selecting and buying rough gemstones. A section on the description and treatment
of gemstones has been expanded in this second edition to include more species and accommodate recent
information on each.

With its comprehensive guidance, Gem Cutting is an essential addition to the library of any lapidary.

Captain John Sinkankas (1915-2002) dedicated his life to the study of earth sciences after his retirement
from the US Navy. Winner of the Desert Magazine Literature Premium Award, Sinkankas authored a
number of books on gemstones and published over 100 articles on lapidary subjects. He was a certified
gemologist of the American Gem Society with memberships to the Mineralogical Society of America, New
York Mineralogical Club, San Diego Mineral & Gem Society, and several other regional gem and minera
groups.
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From reader reviews:
Sonja Johnson:

The book Gem Cutting: A Lapidary's Manual, 2nd Edition make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading abook Gem Cutting: A Lapidary's
Manual, 2nd Edition to get your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like start and read a e-
book Gem Cuitting: A Lapidary's Manual, 2nd Edition. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Marian Perkins:;

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which isinside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Gem Cutting: A Lapidary's Manual, 2nd
Edition as your daily resource information.

Clyde Welch:

Beside thiskind of Gem Cutting: A Lapidary's Manual, 2nd Edition in your phone, it could possibly give you
away to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going
to got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people livein
narrow small town. It is good thing to have Gem Cutting: A Lapidary's Manual, 2nd Edition because this
book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get
what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to missthe item? Find this
book aswell asread it from today!

Loretta Yoder:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Gem Cutting: A Lapidary's Manual, 2nd Edition
was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book Gem Cutting: A Lapidary's
Manual, 2nd Edition has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So, not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading in which.
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