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In this bold theoretical work, Bruce Lincoln explores the ways in which myth, ritual, and classification hold
human societies together--and how, in times of crisis, they can be used to take a society apart and reconstruct
it. Without overlooking the role of coercive force in the maintenance (or overthrow) of social structures,
Lincoln argues his thesis with compelling illustrations drawn from such diverse areas as Platonic philosophy,
the Upanishads of India, African rituals of kingship, ancient Celtic banquets, English gentlemen's clubs, the
Iranian Revolution, the St. Bartholomew's Day Massacre, professional wrestling, and the Spanish Civil War.
Professional wrestling, Lincoln shows, can be viewed as a drama of classification in which the American
dream of opportunity is set forth, challenged, and finally firmly reestablished in good-versus-evil encounters
between wrestlers categorized by their relative "Americanness." The exhumation of nuns' mummified
corpses by leftist forces and their sympathizers during the Spanish Civil War, often dismissed by liberal
historians as an embarrassing aberration, is more readily understandable as a ritual in which the Spanish
Catholic Church, which had long played the role of "the religion of the status quo," was symbolically
exposed as corrupt in both a moral and concretely physiological sense.
Discourse and the Construction of Society draws on work in the fields of history, anthropology, sociology,
religious studies, classics, indology, and semiotics to demonstrate the multiple uses of myth, ritual, and
symbolic classification in effecting ideological persuasion and evoking the sentiments that bind people to
one another within distinct social groupings while separating them from others, who are thereby defined as
outsiders. This wide-ranging interdisciplinary study provides challenging new insights into the complex
dynamics of social cohesion and change.
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From reader reviews:

Nick Jansen:

Here thing why this kind of Discourse and the Construction of Society: Comparative Studies of Myth, Ritual,
and Classification are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless
it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Discourse and the
Construction of Society: Comparative Studies of Myth, Ritual, and Classification giving you information
deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with
Discourse and the Construction of Society: Comparative Studies of Myth, Ritual, and Classification. It gives
you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which
is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or
even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Discourse and the Construction of Society: Comparative Studies of Myth, Ritual, and Classification in e-
book can be your option.

Cary Barrett:

The book untitled Discourse and the Construction of Society: Comparative Studies of Myth, Ritual, and
Classification is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that
will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account
is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Discourse and the Construction of Society:
Comparative Studies of Myth, Ritual, and Classification from the publisher to make you much more enjoy
free time.

Daryl Pena:

This Discourse and the Construction of Society: Comparative Studies of Myth, Ritual, and Classification is
great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great
coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you
can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Discourse and the Construction of Society:
Comparative Studies of Myth, Ritual, and Classification in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you
still doubt this?

Dianne Haire:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can



choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named
of book Discourse and the Construction of Society: Comparative Studies of Myth, Ritual, and Classification.
Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
place to other place.
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