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Douglas Crimp is the rare art critic whose work profoundly influenced a generation of artists. He is best
known for his work with the “Pictures Generation”—the very name of which Crimp coined to define the
work of artists like Robert Longo and Cindy Sherman who appropriated images from mass culture to carry
out a subversive critique. But while his influence is widely recognized, we know little about Crimp’s own
formative experiences before “Pictures.”

Before Pictures tells the story of Crimp’s life as a young gay man and art critic in New York City during the
late 1960s through the turbulent 1970s. Crimp participated in all of what made the city so stimulating in that
vibrant decade. The details of his professional and personal life are interwoven with this the particularly rich
history of New York City at that time, producing a vivid portrait of both the critic and his adopted city. The
book begins with his escape from his hometown in Idaho, and we quickly find Crimp writing criticism for
ArtNews while working at the Guggenheim—where, as a young curatorial assistant, he was one of the few to
see Daniel Buren’s Peinture-Sculpture before it was removed amid cries of institutional censorship. We also
travel to the Chelsea Hotel (where Crimp helped the down-on-his-luck couturier Charles James organize his
papers) through to his days as a cinephile and balletomane to the founding of the art journal October, where
he remained a central figure for many years. As he was developing his reputation as a critic, he was also
partaking of the New York night life, from drugs and late nights alongside the Warhol crowd at the Max’s
Kansas City to discos, roller-skating, and casual sex with famous (and not-so-famous) men. As AIDS began
to ravage the closely linked art and gay communities, Crimp eventually turned his attention to activism
dedicated to rethinking AIDS.

Part biography and part cultural history, Before Pictures is a courageous account of an exceptional period in
both Crimp’s life and the life of New York City. At the same time, it offers a deeply personal and engaging
point of entry into important issues in contemporary art.
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From reader reviews:

James Mendoza:

The book Before Pictures give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Before Pictures to be your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like open up and read a book Before Pictures. Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Goldie Oleary:

Here thing why this kind of Before Pictures are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a
book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Before
Pictures giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there
is no book that similar with Before Pictures. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current
eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Before Pictures in e-book can be your
substitute.

Laura Enriquez:

The e-book with title Before Pictures has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the
world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your
smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Cheryl Reese:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the
information quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended to your account is Before Pictures this guide consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when
he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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