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A writer who does stupid things in his youth is like a woman with a shameful past?never forgiven, never
forgotten. E. M. Cioran, the renowned Romanian-French nihilist philosopher and literary figure, knew this
better than anyone. Alongside Heidegger, Sartre, Paul de Mann, and others, Cioran was one of the great
scholars of the twentieth century to be seduced by totalitarianism: he experienced a most disturbing
intellectual and moral drama. More than any other study of Cioran, Marta Petreu's intensive investigation of
his life and work confronts the central problem of his biography: his relationship with political extremism.
The scene of Cioran's excesses is Romania and Europe in the 1930s and 1940s, a time of xenophobia, anti-
Semitism, racism, Nazism, and Stalinism. In an incendiary book published in the mid-thirties, Cioran openly
praised Hitler and Lenin and compared the leader of the fanatical Romanian Iron Guard to Jesus himself.
This book, The Transfiguration of Romania, is the focal element of Ms. Petreu's analysis, which she carries
on to Cioran's posthumously published Notebooks, characterized by the regret and remorse of his twilight
years. In straightforward and lucid prose, grounded in a wealth of documentary evidence, she provides the
entire history of a painful individual and collective drama. For many of Cioran's yearnings would later be
realized in Ceausescu's dictatorship of Romania?to the regret of the Romanian people. Norman Manea's
Foreword reminds us of Cioran's stature in Western intellectual circles and explains the critical importance
of An Infamous Past.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Brown:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if
you want really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular
An Infamous Past: E.M. Cioran and the Rise of Fascism in Romania is kind of book which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Donna Layne:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this An Infamous
Past: E.M. Cioran and the Rise of Fascism in Romania, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Randy Champion:

The guide untitled An Infamous Past: E.M. Cioran and the Rise of Fascism in Romania is the guide that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of An Infamous Past: E.M.
Cioran and the Rise of Fascism in Romania from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Pamela Stanley:

You can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This An Infamous Past: E.M. Cioran and the
Rise of Fascism in Romania is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book.
It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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