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“The Flamboya Tree is a fascinating story that will leave the reader informed about a missing piece of the
World War II experience, and in awe of one family’s survival.”
—Elizabeth M. Norman, author of We Band of Angels: The Untold Story of American Nurses Trapped
on Bataan by the Japanese

“It is a well-known fact that war, any war, is senseless and degrading. When innocent people are brought into
that war because they happen to be in the wrong place at the wrong time, it becomes incomprehensible. Java,
1942, was such a place and time, and we were those innocent people.”

Fifty years after the end of World War II, Clara Olink Kelly sat down to write a memoir that is both a fierce
and enduring testament to a mother’s courage and a poignant record of an often overlooked chapter of the
war.

As the fighting in the Pacific spread, four-year-old Clara Olink and her family found their tranquil, pampered
lives on the beautiful island of Java torn apart by the invasion of Japanese troops. Clara’s father was taken
away, forced to work on the Burma railroad. For Clara, her mother, and her two brothers, the younger one
only six weeks old, an insistent knock on the door ended all hope of escaping internment in a concentration
camp. For nearly four years, they endured starvation, filth-ridden living conditions, sickness, and the danger
of violence from their prison guards. Clara credits her mother with their survival: Even in the most perilous
of situations, Clara’s mother never compromised her beliefs, never admitted defeat, and never lost her
courage. Her resilience sustained her three children through their frightening years in the camp.

Told through the eyes of a young Clara, who was eight at the end of her family’s ordeal, The Flamboya
Tree portrays her mother’s tenacity, the power of hope and humor, and the buoyancy of a child’s spirit. A
painting of a flamboya tree—a treasured possession of the family’s former life—miraculously survived the
surprise searches by the often brutal Japanese soldiers and every last-minute flight. Just as her mother carried
this painting through the years of imprisonment and the life that followed, so Clara carries her mother’s
unvanquished spirit through all of her experiences and into the reader’s heart.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Hayes:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Flamboya Tree: Memories of a Mother's Wartime Courage. Try to
make the book The Flamboya Tree: Memories of a Mother's Wartime Courage as your pal. It means that it
can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the
past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Ettie Hardcastle:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This The Flamboya Tree: Memories of a Mother's Wartime Courage book
is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer regarding The Flamboya Tree: Memories of a Mother's Wartime Courage content conveys the
idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking The Flamboya Tree: Memories of a Mother's
Wartime Courage is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Roy Hanson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular The Flamboya Tree: Memories of a
Mother's Wartime Courage is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

John Keaney:

Beside this The Flamboya Tree: Memories of a Mother's Wartime Courage in your phone, it may give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have The Flamboya Tree: Memories of a Mother's Wartime Courage because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on,
that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from today!
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