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This is a comprehensive account of the semantics and the implementation of the whole Lisp family of
languages, namely Lisp, Scheme and related dialects. It describes 11 interpreters and 2 compilers, including
very recent techniques of interpretation and compilation. The book is in two parts. The first starts from a
simple evaluation function and enriches it with multiple name spaces, continuations and side-effects with
commented variants, while at the same time the language used to define these features is reduced to a simple
lambda-calculus. Denotational semantics is then naturally introduced. The second part focuses more on
implementation techniques and discusses precompilation for fast interpretation: threaded code or bytecode;
compilation towards C. Some extensions are also described such as dynamic evaluation, reflection, macros
and objects. This will become the new standard reference for people wanting to know more about the Lisp
family of languages: how they work, how they are implemented, what their variants are and why such
variants exist. The full code is supplied (and also available over the Net). A large bibliography is given as
well as a considerable number of exercises. Thus it may also be used by students to accompany second
courses on Lisp or Scheme.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Yohe:

The book Lisp in Small Pieces give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make
your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Lisp in Small Pieces to be your habit, you can
get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a guide Lisp in Small Pieces. Kinds of book are
a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
guide?

Thomas Murray:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Lisp in Small Pieces book as beginning and
daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Katherin Buerger:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Lisp in Small Pieces book is readable by you who hate those perfect
word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Lisp in Small Pieces
content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Lisp in Small Pieces is not loveable to be
your top checklist reading book?

Charles Montiel:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Lisp in Small Pieces can be the respond to, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in
this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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