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When Supreme Court Justice Tom Clark resigned his seat on the bench at the youthful age of 67 after 18
years, his decision was unique in the annals of Court history: he was leaving so that his son Ramsey, just
nominated as Attorney General, could assume the job Clark himself had once held without conflict of
interest.

As Alexander Wohl shows, Tom and Ramsey Clark had a profound impact on American law and society.
For nearly three quarters of a century, they influenced presidents, policies, and legal rulings, during careers
that tracked closely with some of the most significant and controversial episodes in modern American
history. Highlighting their consistent effort to balance individual liberties with government power, Wohl
examines how their work reflected the tensions that continue to resonate in today's legal and policy battles.

The two men, however, evolved quite differently. As a young government lawyer, Tom Clark was a key
figure in enforcing the relocation of Japanese Americans, and as Attorney General he was vilified by civil
liberties advocates for the Cold War policies he implemented, even as he promoted a progressive strategy on
civil rights. Ramsey began his career to the ideological left of his father, was intimately involved in
enforcement of civil rights laws during the turbulent 1960s, as Attorney General fought to expand
protections of individual rights, and as a private attorney represented clients on the farthest reaches of the
individual rights-government power spectrum.

A unique approach for understanding our nation's history during the second half of the twentieth-century,
Wohl's study addresses such salient issues as civil rights, free speech, government surveillance and rights of
privacy, presidential power, and the role of judges in interpreting the Constitution. The Clarks' lives and
careers also offer a veritable who's who of 20th-century American law and policy: from Tom's close
relationships with Harry Truman, Lyndon Johnson, Sam Rayburn, and Earl Warren, to Ramsey's connections
with Robert Kennedy, LBJ, and Martin Luther King Jr. Both men befriended and battled J. Edgar Hoover
and both were targets of political attack—twenty years apart—by Richard Nixon.

At its fundamental core, however, Wohl's book presents a moving and intimate portrait of a unique father-
son relationship that endured through triumph and tribulation and that should appeal to anyone interested in
how the personal and the political intertwine in a highly public setting.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Stevens:

The book Father, Son, and Constitution: How Justice Tom Clark and Attorney General Ramsey Clark
Shaped American Democracy make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem
using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Father, Son, and Constitution: How Justice Tom Clark
and Attorney General Ramsey Clark Shaped American Democracy being your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like available and read a publication Father, Son, and Constitution: How Justice
Tom Clark and Attorney General Ramsey Clark Shaped American Democracy. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Desmond Goforth:

The book Father, Son, and Constitution: How Justice Tom Clark and Attorney General Ramsey Clark
Shaped American Democracy can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
must we leave a good thing like a book Father, Son, and Constitution: How Justice Tom Clark and Attorney
General Ramsey Clark Shaped American Democracy? Some of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book Father, Son, and Constitution: How Justice Tom Clark and
Attorney General Ramsey Clark Shaped American Democracy has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it
is very wonderful.

Kathleen Carroll:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question because
just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this Father, Son, and Constitution: How Justice Tom Clark
and Attorney General Ramsey Clark Shaped American Democracy to read.

Clark Abeyta:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Father, Son, and Constitution: How
Justice Tom Clark and Attorney General Ramsey Clark Shaped American Democracy publication written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the



book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Father, Son, and Constitution: How Justice Tom
Clark and Attorney General Ramsey Clark Shaped American Democracy as good book not only by the cover
but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you
still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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